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U.S. condemns Lebanon 'slaughter* 

WASHINGTON |B) — The United Stales Friday condemned fighting that 
has devastated Lebanon, urging Syrian and Lebanese troops and various 
factions to stop what it termed a “slaughter of Innocent people.'* The 
United States condemns the iMfisarimuMte slaughter of innocent people 
and the renewed nse of heavy cafibre weapons, such as the 240*mm mortar, 
which are in the Syrian arsenal. Stale Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tntwfler told reporters at a briefing. “Weapons such as this are 
particularly destructive, reaching deep into shelters and inflicting casual¬ 
ties among non-combatants." “We again call upon Syria, an active 
participant in the fighting, the Lebanese armed forces as wefl as the various 
Lebanese factions, for an hmnrdiatr ceasefire, the lifting of aD blockades 
and the initiation of a dialogue for the political reconstruction of 
Lebanon.” “The escalation and the sheifing ■«< the dramatic increase in 
casualties give ur g en t impetus to aQ call for the Arab League to overcome 
the obstructions facing it, and resume its efforts on behalf of the people of 
Lebanon." 
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Pricej^ordffl 100 fib; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia LSOriyals; UAE1-50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Jordan celebrate 
King’s accession 


is anniversary of 
to the throne 


AMMAN CJ.T.) — Jordan Fri¬ 
day celebrated the 37th 
anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s accession to the 
throne. 

It was 37 years ago today, 
when the 17-year-old prince 
became King of Jordan, con¬ 
tinuing the march of the Great 
Arab Revolt against backward- 
ness, colonisation and ignor¬ 
ance and as a manifestation of 
the people’s cohesion with the 
leadership to cmnflrout all chal¬ 
lenges being the Arab Nation. 

In celebrating this occasion, 
Jordanians take pride ini the 
achievements of their country 
under King H ussein, and 
satisfaction over the esteemed 
position this countryhas been 
able to acquire among other 


nations and its continued en¬ 
deavours to serve the Arab 
World and Arab causes. 

The anniversary finds the 
King deeply involved In efforts 
to promote the Palestinian 
cause ami support the stead¬ 
fastness of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple in their current uprising 
against injustice and occupa¬ 
tion. 

The King, who succeeded at 
the Amman Arab m 

achieving agreement and con¬ 
sensus among Arab- leaders, 
continues his endeavours to 
offer services to the Arab Na¬ 
tion. 

Under King Hussein, Jordan 
e x ecuted several development 
plans derig fgrf to boost the 
national economy, promote so¬ 


cial services and bolster the 
Kingdom’s image <m the re¬ 
gional and international levels. 

The Royal Court received 
cables addressed to the King 
voicing the Jordanian people's 
loyalty and allegiance to the 
Hashemite throne and paying 
tribute to the monarch’s en¬ 
deavours on all fronts. 

To mark the occasion, a 15- 
day national industrial exhibi¬ 
tion was opened at the Amman 
International Exhibition site in 
Maij A1 Hammam near Am¬ 
man Thursday. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
opened the exhibition which 
displays various samples of 
Jordanian products and 
toured parts of the exhibition in 
which 170 Jordanian firms are 


participating. 

In a statement later, King 
Hussein voiced bis pride in the 
national industry. The King 
said be was optimistic that the 
national industry will forge 
ahead with confidence and 
serve as a strong supporter for 
the national economy. 

Through national industries, 
Jordan can supply itself with 
many of its needs for recon¬ 
struction and development and 
can Increase its exports to fore¬ 
ign markets, the King said. 

On display are petrochemic¬ 
als, cosmetics, perfumes, elec¬ 
trical appliances, metal and 
wood work, furniture, kitch¬ 
ens, textile and plastic pro¬ 
ducts, refrigerators, jgas ranges 
and other various equipment 



Beirut pulverised 


His Majesty King Hussein 

made in Jordan. 

Before leaving, King Hussein 
signed a visitors register in 
which he voiced his delight at 
what he had seen and bis 

(Continued on page 3> 


Israel doubles 'administrative detention’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
Friday doubled the period for 
which Palestinians can be held 
without trial or indictment, bring¬ 
ing to one year the initial term of 
“administrative detention" in a 
renewed effort to quell the 20; 
month Palestinian uprising; 

The army said the step was 
made “for security reasons and in 
accordance with the situation ex¬ 
isting these days in the (occupied) 
territories." 

The orders were issued by De¬ 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin ami 
were approved by Justice Minis¬ 
ter Dan Meridor, it said. 

Israel defends detention with¬ 
out trial as an effective means of 
arresting violent ringleaders with- - 
out revealing sources of informa¬ 
tion. But attorneys complain they 


cannot respond to unspecified, 
secret charges against Palestinian 
suspects. 

The U.S. state Department re¬ 
port on ham an rights, released 
last February, criticised die proc¬ 
edure and disputed Israeli claims 
by saying, that in many cases, 
Palestinians were detained for 
political reasons or non-violent 
activities. 

• The report also said that some 
20 per -cent of detention orders 
have been renewed. 

Army figures released Friday 
say 9,136 Palestinians currently 
zsc in Israeli jails few uprising- 
related offenses, including 
(hose in “administrative deten¬ 
tion." 

:, The new-ordere-require^a milit¬ 
ary judge to review each deten¬ 
tion at least every six mouths, an 


army statement said. 

Army figures show 2,111 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories axe held in “adminis¬ 
trative detention," most of them 
in Ketziot, a desert prison camp. 

“Administrative detention," a 
key measure used against the 
uprising, has been criticised by 
international and local human 
rights groups. 

The new order appeared to be 
mainly a bureaucratic conveni¬ 
ence since the army can renew 
current six-month orders. But it 
was a victory for Rabin, who is 
trying to free his hand from legal 
constraints m the occupied terri¬ 
tories. 

Meridor recently rejected 
Rabin's attempts to expel Palesti¬ 
nians* before supreme court 
appeals against the orders were 


heard. 

A lawyer from the Association 
for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) 
said the extension would mean 
more Palestinians needlessly re¬ 
maining in jail. 

“All it seems to me is a matter 
of convenience at the expense of 
file freedom of the pnsoner." 
said Joshua Schoffman. 

Acri estimates more than 5,000 
Palestinians have been jailed 
without trial since the start of the 
uprising. 

In the West Bank, a leaflet 
signed by Hamas, the Islamic 
movement, rejected the Israeli 
plan for Palestinian elections in 
the occupied territories as a plot 
to end the revolt. 

- “It's all a conspiracy," said the 
leaflet, Hamas's 46th during the 
uprising. “We are stressing our 


position against this plan whose 
only aim is to control the intifada 
and put an end to its achieve¬ 
ments.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha¬ 
mir’s spokesman told Reuters 
Shamir had met in the past two 
weeks with a Palestinian in 
attempts to win Arab acceptance 
of the plan that could lead to 
interim self-rule. 

The meeting would be the fifth 
between Shamir and a Palestinian 
over the initiative. The spokes¬ 
man refused to name the Arab 
participant. 

The death toll in the revolt rose 
to at least 590 Palestinians when a 
youth died Thursday in a hospital 
in*JenisaJem. 

Officials said Mohammad Taw- 
fik Suleiman Hassan, 15, died 
after being shot in the head. 


Fadlallah offers 
help over hostages 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The spir¬ 
itual guide of Hizbollah, Sheikh 
Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah, 
offered Friday to help free West¬ 
ern hostages held in Lebanon 
provided the West helped release 
Arab prisoners in Israel. 

Fadlallah made his comments 
in a sermon at south Beirut’s Bir 
A1 Abed mosque during the 
Ashura ceremonies marking the 
death anniversary of the Shi’ite 
Muslim's most revered saint. 
Imam Hussein Ibn Ali, grandson 
of the Prophet Mohammad. 

“I am ready to help free the 
Western hostages provided that 
Western countries help release 
Lebanese and Palestinian prison¬ 
ers in Israel," said F adl al lah . 

“Let us get to an agreement 
ogether so that each side would 
ise his own means and influence 
o end the crisis of the hostages, 
ill hostages, and resolve the 
iroblem of Arab prisoners," 
idded Fadlallah. 

Despite public disclaimers, 
■fizbolJah (Party of God) is be- 
ieved to be (be umbrella for 
inderground factions holding 
nost of the 16 Western hostages 
n Lebanon. 

Fudlallah’s statement seemed 
o corroborate an offer made 
arlier this month by the kidnap- 
■ers of American hostage Joseph 
ames Cirippio, but FadlaUab 
topped short of mentioning 
ames or figures. 

The Revolutionary Justice 
)rganisation (RJO) had offered 
a free Cirippio if Israel released 
50 Arab prisoners and allowed 
5 expelled Palestinians to return 
j the occupied West Bank and 
iaza Strip. • ••'. 

But a leader of the pro-Iranian 
lovement ruled out dealing with 
.reel, which kidnapped Hizbol- 
ih cleric Sheikh Adul Karim 
foeid July 28 as a lever to free 
iree Israeli prisoners of war and 
te Western hostages. 

In a speech to about 50,000 
hi'ite Muslims at a religious rally 
i the eastern city of Baalbeck, 
beikh Sobhi Tofeili said.Hizbol- 
h would only use force against 
xael. 

“Out enemy should not expect 
»to open the doors of uegotia- 
aitt,” he said. 

The rally, and another 
tended by some 10,000 Wack- 
ad men. women and children in 
eirut’s southern suburbs, 
arked the Ashura rite.'. " 
Trampling on U-S. and Israeli 
the crowds held giant post¬ 


ers of the late Iranian spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, his successor Ayatol¬ 
lah Ah' Khamenei, and Obeid. 

“Death to America, death to 
Israel...- we wiD rub America’s 
nose in tixe mud," they chanted, 
beating their chests in mourning 
for Hussein. 

"Israel and the United States 
decided to kidnap Sheikh Obeid 
to teadi a lesson to die ‘terrorists’ 
thinking this would make us bow 
down and beg, but we rejected 
the humiliation," Tofeili said. 

“We demanded the release of 
Obeid and they thought it was a- 
joke; But after 24 hours the 
corpse of Higgins was hanging in 
front of the world in the most 
humiliating image of an Amer¬ 
ican spy.” 

A pro-Iranian group believed 
linked to Hizbollah said it banged 
U.S. hostage William Higgins in 
revenge for Obeid’s abduction. 

Tofeili said the world then ex¬ 
pected an attack by Washington 
“but the oppressed took the in- 
- itiarive and dealt the Israeli army 
a severe strike inside the security 
zone.” 

Hizbollah said a suicide truck 
bomb attack on an Israeli army 
convoy in_South Lebanon 
Wednesday, which wounded five 
soldiers, was. in revenge for 
Ohrid's abduction. 

The White House, reacting to 
Fadlallah’s offer, said Friday its 
attitude was one of patience and 

determination. 

“It’s an interesting statement. 
We don’t have any comment on 
it,” spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
told reporters. 

Fitzwater explained hij reluct¬ 
ance to respond to Fadlallah by 
saying: "I think we’d like to lower 
our voices a little and ler these 
issues play out for a few days." 

He said indirect, discussions 
aimed at freeing the hostages 
were going on ‘Through any number 
of channels’ 1 -bnt that there were 
no new developments. 

“We have always said it’s a 
long process and we. need to be 
patent. We heed to let develop¬ 
ments flow back and forth," the 
White House official said. ■ 
. fitzwater Thursday- held oat 
the possibility of direct talks with 
Iran over the hostages under cer¬ 
tain conditions, but cautioned, 
“we're nowhere-near that." 

Iran’s official news agency sent 
mixed signals. Thursday on. 
Washington-Tehran contacts 
over the hostage issue. _ 
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Two Lebanese women hold a poster of abducted cleric Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid in a demonstra¬ 
tion hi Beirut 


Poles stage /warning strike’ 


WARSAW (Agencies) — A one- 
hour protest strike for economic 
and political demands shut down 
public transportation and factor¬ 
ies Friday in the Baltic port city of 
Gdansk, officials of the Solidarity 
independent trade union said. 

The general strike was the first 
province-wide action taken by 
Solidarity since h was relegalised 
ini April following negotiations 
with Communist authorities. Soli¬ 
darity had beeh banned since 
1981. 

The. strike came as Solidarity 
and Communist leaders .battle 
over setting up a new government 
under reforms negotiated in un¬ 
precedented talks early this year. 
Solidarity, winch won all but one 
parliament seat available to it in 
subsequent elections, wants to 
form a non-Communist coalition 
until two smaller parties, while 
the Communists have-proposed a 
coalition involving all factions. 

Two key Solidarity political 
leaders said Thursday the move- 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
sound of exploding shells coursed 
through city streets and smoke 
billowed from the wooded slopes 
southeast of Beirut Friday as rival 
gunners dueled with howitzers 
and rocket launchers. 

Authorities said the barrage 
started at II a.m. (0800 GMT}, 
shattering a nine-hour tentative 
lull that prevailed following 15 
hours of devastating bombard¬ 
ment that killed 27 people and 
wounded 252. 

A spokesman for army com¬ 
mander Michel Aoun blamed Sy¬ 
rians and their militia allies for 
starting Friday, saying bis gun¬ 
ners “only responded to the Sy¬ 
rian fire at 2:30 p.m. (1130 
GMT)." 

The Syrians and Syrian-backed 
militiamen, according to the 
spokesman, started the shelling 
by targeting, among other areas, 
the general's residence at the 
shattered presidential palace in 
suburban Baabda. 

He said no casualties were re¬ 
ported at the palace. 

Aoun, 54, has been living in 
the bunker three stories under 
the palace since the confrontation 
broke out March 8. 

The spokesman, who refused 
to be named, said the artillery 
barrage also targeted Beirut's 
eastern suburbs of Hadath and 
Baabda in addition to the Metin 
region north of the city. 

The barrage sharply escalated 
Thursday when gunners concen¬ 


trated their shelling on the pres¬ 
idential palace, hammering it 
with demolishing salvoes of mor¬ 
tars. 

By police count, the confronta¬ 
tion between Aoun's 20.000 pre¬ 
dominantly Christian troops and 
the Syrian-backed militiamen has 
claimed 576 lives and wounded 
1.474 people. 

Stunned civilians stumbled out 
of underground shelters during 
the early morning lull to take 
stock of [he damage inflicted on 
their apartments, businesses and 
cars in Beirut, the southeastern 
mountains and the Eastern Bekaa 
Valley. 

“Innocent civilians left the 
dark shelters only to be faced by 
the bitter truth. This devastating 
war has eaten up their prop¬ 
erties." the Voice of the Nation 
radio said. 

“Is This meaningless war going 
to continue until the last 
Lebanese is dead?" the announ¬ 
cer asked, his voice choking with 
emotion. 

The acting Sunni Muslim muf¬ 
ti, Sheikh Mohammad Rashid 
Qabbani. said in a statement 
broadcast by the radio that the 
combatants should “have mercy 
on the innocent children, women 
and old men who are dying 
under the rubble of the criminal 
shelling." 

“Nations cannot be built by 
destruction." Qabbani said. 

Parts of Beirut looked as if they 
had been hit by a tornado. Streets 


were littered with fallen trees, 
broken glass, twisted power 
pylons, burned out curs and other 
debris. 

Roads in both sectors of the 
divided capital were cratered with 
rocket and shell holes. Broken 
furniture from bombed-out apart¬ 
ments lav scattered everywhere 
and the acrid smell of burning 
filled the air. 

Shell explosions, accompanied 
by the whooshing sound of rock¬ 
ets and the wailing of ambulance 
sirens, echoed across Beirut and 
the surrounding mountains over¬ 
night as fires, blazing out of 
control, lit up the night sky. 

Security sources said more than 
10.000 shells and rockets rained 
down overnight at the intensity of 
60 shells per minute at peak 
times. 

One noted that the “killing 
ground was expanded" during the 
duel, with Aoun's gunners target¬ 
ing Syrian positions as far as 
Baalbek and other sectors of the 
Bekaa. 

An Arab League committee 
comprising the heads of state of 
Saudi Arabia. Algeria and 
Morocco has declared defeat in 
two months of mediation to end 
the carnage. 

“Politically ail doors are 
closed. There is nothing except 
fighting and killing, the fighting 
will get out of control by the end 
of the summer." one politician 
said. 


Lei and Kaifu to focus on 
remai ns political reforms 


merit intended to head the gov¬ 
ernment, but Bronislaw Geremek 
and Adam Mkhnrk raised the 
possibility of including reform- 
minded Communists. 

The government newspaper 
Rzeczpospolita Friday reiterated 
the call for a "grand coalition" 
government that would include 
Solidarity and the Communists. 

But the opposition paper Gaze- 
ta Wyborcza said only a Solidar¬ 
ity-led government would con¬ 
vince Poles of authentic change 
and “bring about the social 
reawakening necessary for recon¬ 
struction after the catastrophe." 

Up to 80,000 Solidarity mem¬ 
bers and thousands of other Poles 
stopped work in Gdansk shipyards 
Friday and factories and draped 
their gates and walls with Solidar¬ 
ity flags in Poland's red-and- 
white national colours, a union 
spokesman said. 

“The strike went even better 
than we had expected, and even 


inside the plants where Solidarity 
is not very strong many workers 
supported the protest and joined 
in," said Bogdan Borusiewicz, 
Solidarity chairman in the 
Gdansk region. 

The workers were protesting at 
food price increases of up to 500 
per cent which took effect last 
week when the government lifted 
subsidies on almost all items. 

Solidarity leader Lech Walesa, 
who attended a strike rally at the 
Komirna Paryska shipyard in the 
port of Gdynia, said he would 
continue to resist Communist 
Prime Minister Czeslaw Kisz- 
czak’s efforts to prevent the 
opposition from forming its own 
govemmenL 

“I opposed Kiszczak before, 
and I will do it now that he is 
prime minister," Walesa said. 
“No government could stay in 
office more than 10 months, and I 
doubt that Kiszczak will succeed 
in forming a new government.“ 


remains 

missing 

ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
U.S. Congressman Mickey Le- 
land and his aircraft are still 
missing in Ethiopia afte two dis¬ 
tress signals picked up by satellite 
proved to be false trails, a U.S. 
embassy spokesman said Friday. 

He told Reuters that American 
and Ethiopian search planes had 
found no trace of the missing 
aircraft after sweeping the moun¬ 
tains of Bale in the south and the 
region of Gojjam in the north¬ 
west. 

Leland. another eight Amer¬ 
icans and seven Ethiopians have 
been missing since Monday. 
Their Twin Otter plane vanished 
while flying from Addis Ababa to 
a refugee camp on the Sudanese 
border. 

The embassy spokesman said 
the search would now resume in 
western Ethiopia, flying along the 
Twin Otter’s presumed route 
from the capital to Funido. 

The spokesman said two Her¬ 
cules C-130 cargo planes were 
equipped to pick up emergency 
locator transmissions from a 
downed plane but heard nothing 
in the areas where two separate 
signals had been detected by U.S. 
weather satellites. 

He said foot patrols also were 
dispatched from nearby villages 
to investigate the source of both 
signals but also found nothing. 

Both signals were significantly 
off the recorded flight plan of the 
plane. Officials had said Thurs¬ 
day the signals may have come 
from other sources. 

One of the signals was directly 
opposite the direction Le land’s 
party was headed, while the other 
came from a spot about 90 de¬ 
grees off the flight plan. 

The 44-year-old congressman is 
chairman of the House of Repre¬ 
sentative Select Committee on 
Hunger. He was travelling to 
Funido to inspect a camp housing 
some 30,000 Sudanese refugees 
who receive U.S. aid. 

Heavy clouds, rain and low 
risibility have prevented evening 
aerial searches since the rescue 
mission began four days ago. 

The Canadian-built plane, 
which seats up to 20 passengers, 
was owned by Ethiopia’s govern¬ 
ment relief agency. It was equip¬ 
ped with an emergency locator 
transmitter. 


TOKYO (R) — New Japanese 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu said 
Friday he would focus on Japan's 
key domestic issues of political 
and tax reform that cost his ruling 
party a crushing defeat in elec¬ 
tions last month. 

At his first news conference 
since being elected prime minis¬ 
ter Wednesday, Kaifu spoke 
mostly on measures to handle 
voter disgust with a controversial 
sales tax and the Recruit shares- 
for-favours scandal that crippled 
his ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP). 

“My basic stance is dialogue 
and reform,” said the 58-year-old 
former education minister, por¬ 
trayed by his.colleagues as the 
man to rejuvenate the LDP. 

Kaifu, as yet little known to 
Japanese voters, stopped short of 


announcing any diplomatic initia¬ 
tive except to say that he would 
like to visit Washington soon to 
meet President George Bush. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Tokuo 
Yamashita has said Kaifu’s trip to 
the United States may take place 
in early September. 

Kaifu also said Friday there 
was no truth to media reports that 
he had an illegitimate daughter. 

“1 feel strong resentment about 
such an irresponsible report." 
Kaifu told the news conference “I 
myself was surprised." 

The Nagoya Times, a newspap¬ 
er published in central Japan, 
said in its Aug. 4 edition that 
Kaifu had a child from a rela¬ 
tionship with a former model. 

Kaifu said he had formally cal¬ 
led on the paper to retract and 
apologise for the report. 


Unidentified men attack 
U.N. forces in Namibia 


WINDHOEK (Agencies) — 
Gunmen have attacked United 
Nations troops for the first rime 
since they arrived to police Nami¬ 
bia's progress towards independ¬ 
ence, and the U.N. Friday conde¬ 
mned the assault as terrorism. 

A commercial security guard 
was killed when unidentified gun¬ 
men threw grenades and fired 
guns from a vehicle at a U.N. 
post in the northern Namibian 
town of Outjo. 

A similar attack, in which no 
one was Injured, was made on an 
Outjo military compound where 
Kenyan troops are billeted. 

Nobody claimed responsibility 
for the Thursday.evening attacks. 


the first on U.N. troops since 
they arrived April 1 to supervise 
Namibia's transition to independ¬ 
ence from South Africa next 
year. 

The U.N. special representa¬ 
tive in Namibia. Mami Ahtisaari, 
deplored “all acts of terrorism" 
whether directed at the U.N. or 
other parties. 

“1 expect all Namibians to un¬ 
ite in the condemnation of such 
acts," he said in a statement. 

“I wish to declare that I and 
UNTAG (United Nations Transi¬ 
tion Group) will not be diverted 
from our task of supervising and 
controlling the implementation of 
U.N. Resolution 435.” 
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iticism Of its 
ilitical strategy 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The main 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) faction Fateh rejected 
Friday U.S. criticism of its new 
political programme as nonsen¬ 
sical and indicative of bias in 
favour of Israel. 

“We have not signed peace 
with Israel. Israel has rejected 
our peace initiative, they are kill¬ 
ing our people daily, they are 
keeping the Middle East on the 
brink of war. and we are to be 
blamed for a sentence about 
armed action? That's nonsense.” 
Fateh Central Committee mem¬ 
ber Khaled A1 Hassan told Reu¬ 
ters. 

The U.S. State Department 
said Thursday that die program¬ 
me endorsed by a Fateh congress 
this week was unhelpful and 
raised questions about Fateh's 
commitment to peace. 

The programme advocated "in¬ 
tensifying and escalating armed 
action and all forms of struggle to 
eliminate the Zionist Israeli 
occupation of our occupied 
Palestinian land.” 

Hassan. one of Fateh's found¬ 
ing members, added. “When the 
(right-wing Israeli) Likud party 
makes such statements and even 
rejects the whole idea of peace, 
they (the United States) do not 
use such harsh words.” ■ 

Asked about Israel's reaction 
to the programme, he said: 
“That's normal, because they are 
still our enemies.” 

Israeli foreign ministry officials 
said the new Fateh programme 
was a step backwards and un¬ 
acceptable even to dovish mem¬ 
bers of Israel’s coalition govern¬ 
ment. 

Told that Washington said the 
PLO-American dialogue would 
continue, Hassan said, “That's 


very generous of them." 

The Fateh resolution, distri¬ 
buted by the Palestinian news 
agency WAFA, did not say what 
kind of military operations might 
be conducted outside the occu¬ 
pied lands or define “all other 
forms of battle." 

Hardliners had pressed the 
congress to recommend extend¬ 
ing the armed struggle beyond 
the West Bank and Gaza. PLO- 
leader Yasser Arafat's declara¬ 
tion that military action would be 
confined to the occupied territor¬ 
ies had helped persuade the Bush 
administration to open a dialogue 
with the PLO. 

Council expanded 

The Fateh congress ended 
Thursday by expanding its Re¬ 
volutionary Council to include 
militant Palestinians from the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

The meeting, which was origi¬ 
nally scheduled to conclude Tues¬ 
day after the final political dec¬ 
laration was issued, was extended 
two days to allow more than 
lj000 Fateh members to conduct 
additional internal business. 

It was the first meeting in nine 
years of the faction. 

Meeting under tight security 
Thursday, the congress voted to 
double the membership of the 
Revolutionary Council from SO to 
about 100, reserving an unspeci¬ 
fied number of places for people 
from the occupied territories, 
conference sources said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

The exact number of council 
members and the names of those 
selected from the occupied terri¬ 
tories were not provided “for 
security reasons.” the PLO 
sources told the AP. 

The Revolutionary Council is a 
decision-making body between 






Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat with Intissar A3 
Wazir, widow of assassinated Pa lestinian military 


ter population up 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The population of Jewish 
settlements in the Israeli-occu¬ 
pied territories has grown by 
6.500 in the past year despite the 
Palestinian rebellion, govern¬ 
ment figures show. 

The government-run central 
bureau of statistics reports that 
the Jewish settlers remain the 
fastest growing group of Israelis, 
but the rate of their growth has 
slipped during Ihe 20-month-old 
uprising. 

Settler leaders attributed the 
continued growth to right-wing 
activists moving to the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip as a 
show of Jewish resolve to hold 
onto the occupied lands. 

Left-wing legislators, however, 
expressed 'scepticism about the 
figures, with critics saying some 
"Israelis bought homes in the 
occupied territories to boost 
population figures without mov¬ 


ing there. 

Dedi Zucker, a legislator of tbe 
left-wing Citizens Rights Move¬ 
ment, said tbe figures also do not 
reflect people moving out of the 
settlements who do not legally 
change their addresses 

Independent observers said the 
settler population may be even 
higher than the government fi¬ 
gures, but most experts agreed 
that attempts have been made to 
skew the figures by leaders on 
both ends of the political spec¬ 
trum. 

The bureau of statistics re¬ 
ported that 66,500 Jews lived in 
the occupied territories at the end 
of 1988, an increase of 10.3 per 
cent over 1987. 

According to the bureau. 2,500 
of tbe new residents were 
accounted for by calculating the 
□umber of births over deaths, 
while 4.000 people moved into 
the area. 
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the PLO’s governing Central 
Committee an the full mem¬ 
bership of Fateh. 

WAFA reported Wednesday 
that the congress had elected 18 
of the 21 members of its new 
Central Committee. The other 
three members were to be chosen 
by the committee itself. Nine of 
those elected, including the first 
woman ever lo serve, were new 
to the committee which previous¬ 
ly had just 15 members. 

The woman. Intissar A1 Wazir, 
is the widow of Palestinian milit¬ 
ary leader Khalil Al Wazir who 
was killed in a Israeli operation 
last April at his home near Tunis. 

Arafat was reelected to head 
the Central Committee Monday, 
a vote seem as expressing confi¬ 
dence in Arafat’s leadership. 

intissar Al Wazir said she was 
voted into the committee not 
because she was a woman but 
because of her history of strug¬ 
gle for Palestinians. 

Mrs. Wazir, 47, became the 
first woman to reach the top rank 
of the Palestinian leadership with 
her election. 

She told the Saudi Al Madina 
newspaper in an interview pub¬ 
lished Friday this reflected the 
confidence Fateh members had in 
her involvement in the movement 
since the first cells were formed in 
the late 1950s. 

“My presence inside the Cen¬ 
tral Committee represents a 
breakthrough the unintentional 
blockade imposed on Palestinian 
woman against joining such 
ranks." 

Daughter of a beekeeper from 
the Gaza Strip, she started as a 
typist and distributer of leaflets 
for a cell of Fateh in Cairo soon 
after she and her family left 
Gaza. 
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Tbe wreckage of an Israeli vehicle destroyed In Wednesday’s suicide attack in South Lebanon 

Bombers dream — kill Rushdie 



BEIRUT (R) — The suicide 
bomber who wounded five Israeli 
soldiers in South Lebanon said in 
videotape released Friday his 
dream had been to kill British 
author Salman Rushdie. 

“I wish I had executed the 
death sentence of the hypocrite 
agent Salman Rushdie, fulfilling 
the edict of Imam Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, but God 
graced me with the operation 
against Israel," said Asaad Berro 
in his videotaped final testament. 

Khomeini died in June four 
months after ordering Muslims to 
kill Rushdie for blaspheming 
Islam in his novel “The Satanic 
Verses.” Several pro-Iranian 
groups in Lebanon said they 
would carry out the command. 


Berro urged "all stragglers" to 
find out where Rushdie was and 
kill him . The author has been 
hiding since Khomeini's edict, 
which caused outrage in the West 
and led to the breaking of di¬ 
plomatic ties between Britain and 
Iran. 

The videotape was distributed 
by Hizbollah (Party of God), 
which claimed responsibility for 
Wednesday’s attack in which Ber¬ 
ro drove a truck rigged with 
explosives into an Israeli army 
convoy patrolling a buffer zone in 
South Lebanon. 

Hizbollah said the attack was 
to avenge Israel's abduction of 
pro-Iranian cleric Sheikh Abdul 
Karim Obeid 

"We Hizbollah have to be the 


first in delivering such gifts. The 
first gift will be this operation 
against the cancerous gland 
Israel,” Berro said. 

Hizbollah described the attack 
as a gift to the late Iranian spir¬ 
itual leader on tbe occasion of the 
Ashura, one of the main dates on 
the Shi'ire religious calendar. It 
marks the martyrdom of the 
Prophet Mohammad’s grandson' 
Hussein. 

Beno said his operation was 
also a gift to the 20-month-old 
Palestinian uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied territories and to 
Lebanese and Palestinian prison¬ 
ers of Israel. 

Israel controls a-15-kilometre¬ 
wide “security zone” along its 
border wtih Lebanon. 


Afghan air force to get MiG-29s 


In 1986, the year before the 
Palestinian uprising began, the 
settler population increased by 
15.8 per cent. 

Many attribute the slower 
growth to' the uprising, during 
which there have been constant 
stoning and fire bombing attacks 
on settler-owned cars. 

The bureau did not survey the 
Palestinian population, but past 
figures show there are million 
Arabs in the West Bank and 
700.000 in the Gaza Strip. 

Meroo Benvenisti of the inde¬ 
pendent West Bank Data Base 
Project said the settler population 
was closer to 74,000 at the end of 
last year, up from 67.000 in 1987. 

Benvenisti said his figures were 
higher because the government 
does not take into account 
Israelis who move to settlements 
without legally changing their 
addresses so their children can 
attend better schools in Israel. 


KABUL (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union is to supply Afgha¬ 
nistan’s air force with top-line 
MiG-29 fighter planes, according 
to a senior Afghan military offi¬ 
cial. 

If confirmed, delivery of the 
planes, which Kabul could use in 
its battle against U.S.- and Pakis¬ 
tan-backed Mujahedeen guerril¬ 
las, would greatly boost Afghan 
air power and diplomats here said 
die United States would be sure 
to view it negatively. 

General Abdul Haq Ulumi, a 
member of the Afghan supreme 
Military Council and the armed 
forces representative on the rul¬ 
ing party’s central committee, 
told journalists that contracts for 
MiG-29s and SU-27 all-weather 
ground-attack fighters had been 
completed and deliveries should 
begin soon. 

Ulumi gave no details of how 
many were to be sent or exactly 
when they would arrive. A Soviet 
diplomat said delivery of the 
planes was very posable but 
would not say whether or not the 
deal was firm. 

MiG-29 fighters are among the 
most sophisticated aircraft sold 
by the Soviet Union and the only 
other country in tbe region to 
have them in its air force is India. 

Pakistan, generally regarded as 
the most powerful air power in 
Central Asia, has the equivalent 


American fighter, the F-15. 

Afghanistan increasingly ac¬ 
cuses Pakistan of using its armed 
forces to aid tbe Mujahedeen 
rebels in their fight to overthrow 
tbe Soviet-backed government in 
Kabul. 

“The Soviets have promised to 
give us new weapons,” Ulumi 
told an Austrian television crew 
Thursday. A tape of the interview 
was made available to Reuters. 

"These are aircraft which are 
to defend Afghanistan in the face 
of any possible Pakistani air 
attack... these aircraft are MiG- 
295 and SU-27s,” be added. 

Ulumi said Pakistani planes 
had invaded Afghan airspace and 
been repulsed. But Pakistan, 
where seven of the Afghan resist¬ 
ance groups are based, denies the 
charges 

"The general said that no mat¬ 
ter how weary Afghanistan’s 
armed forces were in their 10- 
year-old battle against tbe Mu- 
jab edeen, they would fight on if 
Pakistan provoked a military con¬ 
frontation. 

Afghanistan receives a vast 
amount of mili tary aid from the 
Soviet Union and is economically 
dependent on Moscow. 

U.S. officials say the Soviet 
supplies are partly to blame for 
the poor performance of the Mu- 
jabedeen on the battlefield. - 

The rebels have been active 


around three cities — Jalalabad, 
Khost and Kandahar — in the 
eastern part of the country 
bordering Pakistan. 

Rocket barrage ; 

Afghanistan’s government 
radio reported another rocket 
barrage on Kabul Thursday , this 
one killing nine people and injur¬ 
ing 16. 

Radio Kabul, in a broadcast 
monitored in Islamabad, charged 
that guerrillas battered Kabul 
with 141 rockets in the past week, 
killing 29 people and injuring 97. 

. The radio blamed Thursday’s 
rocket attack on “the opposition 
helped by their Pakistani masters 
and their masters across the 
ocean,” meaning tbe United 
States. 

On Tuesday, a rocket hit a 
military ammuni tion depot and 
triggered numerous explosions 
that lasted for hours and left one 
man dead. 

Since last June, Kabul has been 
jolted by almost daily rocket 
attacks. Most have struck civilian 
areas and at least 281 people have 
been killed and 745 injured, 
according to United Nations 
sources. 

The worst day of the recent 
blitz was Monday when more 
than 40 rockets slammed into die 
city. 



U.S. envoy optimistic on Cyprus 

NICOSIA (AP) — Nelso Ledsky, the OA State Department 
cotjsdm&ior oifi Cypres, ended a Hve-d^ Msft Jo the wawJividcd 
island Thursday declaring he was optimistic about a feraaaent. 
"My optimism continues. What I have seen Oft the fckad «uj 
me the belief that a solution to the Cyprus prowess a possible and 
progress toward it can be made in the new future,. he stid in a 
departure statement. During iris-stay he conferred se parately w ith 
Pre si dent George VassiSon and Rauf Deirirtash.'ihe president of 
the breakaway Ttorfcisb Qypriot state in north Cyprus. Leducy also 
discussed tee ptobtan with poetical party.teaden oabath safes of 
the UJi.-patrolled buffer zone spfirting tite iriaad toe 1074. 
“ * trio which also indudedviriti to Athens anti Askar*, was 




deadlocked. 


Chinese foreign minister to visit Iren - 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Fore^n Mimster Afi Attw Vc&yati 
met with the Chinese ambassador in Tehran Thursday to discuss h» 
counterpart’s forthcoming visit 

lie News Agency (IRNA) repotted, the agency, mmtiioretL in 
Nicosia, said Vdayati expressed Us country's reatfipcss to expand 
ties with the communist state. He abo stud the vial by China's 
foreign minister, .Qian Qichcn, wifi take place in early October, 
according to IRNA. China was one of faun's major arms suppliers 
during the eight-year war with lraq. .^ 

Wheelchair banned fronr Dutch motorway 

AMSTERDAM (R) — A disabled Iranian who set off on a long 
journey home in his wtaedchair was stopped |w Dutch poSoc when 
be tried to enter a busy motorway outside the Hague. The 
30-yesx-«ld Iranian coakl not speak Dutch, but lie indicated on a 
map that he was heading for Iran vjs Belgium, West Germany, 
Austria, Yugoslavia. Bulgaria and Turkey. After being warned 
that wheelchairs were not allowed On Dutch motorways, the 
Iranian packed b& wheelchair into a friend’svan and drove off, 
police said. T- 

. • .. • 

Kurdish gueirlllasattacft village 

CATAK, Turkey (AP) t- Suspect^ Kurtfish guerrillas raided a 
hamlet in the southeastern province of Yah and kflled two 
villagers, the seim-officiaT Ahatbfia news agency reported Thurs¬ 
day. Tire agency said a group of,rebelsattacked SamanK hamlet 
Wednesday night, shot to-death- two. villagers including a village 
guard and abducted twOr villagers as they tried to Bee. One 
suspected Kurdish guerrilla waa killed and another wounded 
Thursday in adashwith.tbe security forces near Kayatepe village 
20 kfioraeaes from- the southeastenuatyuof Adiyaman^ Anatolia 
said in another dispatch. Anatolia reported another incident 
Wednesday night in which rebels abducted seven youths from 
Onnanh hamlet m Cukurca lowrafcipsome 150 kilometres south of 
Caxak township where. Samanli is located, 

Bourguiba has complfcationsafter surgery 

TUNIS (R) — Former Tunisian President Habib Bourguiba, who 
had a prostate operation three weeks ago, has renamed in hospital 
because of complications, medical sources said. Bourguiba, who 
celebrated his 86th birthday in TtitrisVQiarles Nicolle Hospital 
Aug. 3, is suffering from urine retention because of a weak 
bladder; they sairLFtench physician Daniel Bemton, who per¬ 
formed the operation July W,examined Bourguiba again Tuesday 
and Wednesday and thetrfiew back to fiance, they added. No 
medical bulletin has" been issued.•" 

2 U.N. soldiers wounded in S. Lebanon 

TEL AVIV (R) —^ Two Norwegian soldiers serving with U.N. 
peacekeeping forces were shot and sfigbdy wounded by nrititiamen 
of the Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army (SLA), U.N officials 
said Thursday. They said a N orweg ian unit in the United Nations 
Interim Force In Lebanon (UNIFZL) refused to let an SLA patrol 
enter an area under its control in the east of Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone” Wednesday evening. The Norwegians demanded 
that the SLA men must be accompanied by Israeli soldiers. The 
militiamen then opened fire at the feet of the Norwegians, 
wounding two soldiers, the officials said. 


Sudan Jails foreigner 
for illegal dollars 


KHARTOUM (AP) — A milit¬ 
ary court sentenced a foreign 
national to ten yeans in prison for 
illegal possession of S3,200 and to 
another five years for attempting 
to bribe a police officer, accord¬ 
ing to an armed fences publica¬ 
tion. • 

Al Kuwat Al Musalaha, the 
armed forces daily paper said the 
same -court also handed a 
Sudanese man a three year ja3 
sentence for attempting to smoke 
hashish in public. 

The paper did : not specify tire 
foreigner's name or nationality 
and only said be had notabided 
by a government -regulation 
ordering people to trade in their, 
foreign currency for. Sudanese 
pounds by July 31. He was also 
convicted of. trying to bribe a 
police officer, AJ Kuwat Al 


Musalaha said. 

. ~ Shortly after a military coop on 
June 31 overthrew the govern¬ 
ment ^Erinre Minister.Satieq Al 
Mahdi, new junta leader Lieute¬ 
nant-General Omar Al Bashir 
said his priorities lay in reforming 
the economy and fighting corrup¬ 
tion. 

Among other tough measures, 
tire junta ordered people to ex¬ 
change all foreign money-Or face 
trial by a military court, and 
threatened the death penalty- for 
hard-ciirrency dealers. 

Al Kuwat Al Musalaha said tee 
-same military court sentenced 
.Osman Al Jack Mong, a southern 
Sudanese to three years in prison 
for .trying to suroke ha&faish in a 
market place in the capital, Khar¬ 
toum. It did not elaborate 
further. 


JOSK5AK TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:38 . Koran 

15.-40 .Programme review 

15:45 . Children programme 

57. educational programme 

18:09 .New* * j umniaf> 

18AS . Message from Iraq 

18:25 .A pby by Shakespeare 

19:10 . LoiaJpcogranune 

19:40.Programme review 

2feOO .New* in Arabic 

ah38 .Arabic senes 

21-JO . Programme review 

21:40 . Consumer’s Guide 

22:25 . Local programme 

23.-00 .News in Arabic 


PROGRAM MF. TWO 

IlkiO . Coulisses 

19:60 .. •• News in French 

19:15 . Aujourd but cn Jordank 

19T39 .News in Hebrew 

19:45.Naiunii Phenomena 

20:00 .News io Arabic 
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2230 Feature film: 'The Kid wiib Hie 
200 10” 

PRAYER TIMES 

#4:27 . Fajr 

OSJiS .iSue.-iv) Ouhu 

12.-4J . Dhuhr 

lfc20 . “Asr 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mar; of Nazareth Church Swdfieb. 

Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church at the Annunciation Tel. 
63744(1. 

De b SaDe Church Tel. 661757 
Terra&tau Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 

623MI 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

.Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

Si- Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman ]Mentation*! Cbnrch Tvl. 

685326 

Evangelknl Lutheran Cbnrch Tel: 

811295. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


The Church at Jens Christ at Lntba- 
Pay Sahas Tel S15S17. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin suppfe»f hv ihc Department of 
Meteorology 

There will be a drop in temperatures 
and rise in humidity while winds will be 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds *riU be northerly moderate and 


seas calm 


Min ./max- temp. 

Amman. 20/30 

Aqaba... 25/37 

Deserts . 20/34 

Jordan Valley. 25/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 31.3, Aqaba 38.8. Humidity read¬ 
ings: Amman 3J per cesi. Aqaba 30 
per cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Jabr. 

Dr. Hussein Haddad. 

Dr. Khalil Abda. 

Dr. Saecd Abu Haiab. 

Finn pharmacy. 

Ferdows pharmacy . 

AlAseraa pharmacy . 

Nairoukh pharmacy. 

AlSaiam pharmacy.. 

Yjcoubpharmacy .............. 

Shmeisani pharmacy . 


... 775050 
... 731267 
... 795392 
... 638642 
... 661912 
...778336 
... 637055 
...623672 
...636730 
...644945 
... 637660 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. MisbahTfijjawi. 
Khalifch pharmacy 


. C—) 

. 985417 


IRB1D; 

Dr. Ali Al Omari ... (—) 

Al Shares' pharmacy. (985238; 


EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department.61 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue.61 

Civil Defence Emergency. 

Rescue Police.192,621111,6: 

Fire Brigade.ffi 

Blood Bank.:...T 

Highway Police.& 

Traffic Policr.8 

Public Security Department. t 

Hotel Complaints.-.6( 

ftioe Complaints.6t 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.ffi 

Ammon Municipality 

Comptaiots....7f 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) . 

Overseas Grits...01 

Central Amman Telephone 

• Repairs.63 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .6< 

Jordan Teievisioo. Tt 

Radio Jordan.7i 

Water Authority...6f 

Jordan EZearicny Authority ... 81 


Electric Power 

Company.636381 

RJ Flight Information.08-53000 

Queen Alia Inll. Airport..08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre.813613/32 

KhafidiMaternity,J. Amn... 644281/6 
AJaleh Maternity, J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity. 642362 

Mafias, J. Amman —.— 636140 

Palestine, Shmesani. 664171/4 

Shmesani Hospital.669131 

Unhrcrerty Hospital.845845 

Al-Mnasber Hospital . 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaM . 666127/37 

Ai-Ahli, Abdall . 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muiurreea- 7771010 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafiefa. 775111/26 

Army, Matta..891611/15 

Oeeen Aha Hospital.. 602240/50 

Atnai Hospital ..674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaxqa Govt. Hospital.(091983323 

Zama National Hospird .. (09)991071 

IbnSinaHospital . (09)966732. 

mnm - 

Princess Buna Hospital.. (02)273555 

Greek Catbohc Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAINafeea Hospital_(02)247100 

AQABA: 

PrincessHayaHospital.... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77as information is supplied by Royal 
Jcrdan&B (RJ) information depart¬ 
ment ax the Qoeeo Aha International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5, when it 
should always be verified. 


AUIVAIS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

95:38 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur fRJ) 

lfcM..Damascus (RJ) 

lfcl5 ...»...AcpbaOUi 

Vk20 .Hew ffij) 

Jfo30 ..Cairo (RJ) 

Hh3S... Dhahran (RJj 

1W*.. KnwaitfRl) 

lOdO.. Karachi, DnbaffRJj 
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lfc45-New York, Montreal 0U) 

VhM Los Angdes, Chicago. Vienna 

(rj) r .. 


I7s« .Cairo fRJ' 

18:15_.... Aflmwrar 

1W5 .... Copenhagen', Ftaokfartriy; 

TfoM ..TripoG(RT 

Other Rights (T«mbiti 2) 

i«! 

ISM ........ TripoB (LN' 

1725 —.—i-RiyoiiBi (511 

&*5 .Rome (AT 

22s45.. ^.. Paris, Damascus (AF, 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(TormlnaM) 


..Anbnl|Ut 

..-....Tripoli (RJ) 

.—-. :.i. Athens nUj 

.. Amsteidam;New York (RJ; 


1346 —...—. j ... Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

13tiN____ LoodoDfRj) 

13J5. Paris W) 

1*30-«.Frankfim.]BnKdj KJ) 

13*5 --.,.._:. < _.„-„.. , Orirr» W) 

2838'..:.Dhahraa i RJ) 

38M .. Kuwait ran 

2fo45 —Batodtt, Doha ran 

— —— i- I Atrakaraj) 

2hM - --_.. Camj(Rj) 

ajQ Aba Dhabi, 

Ottiar Fllghfe (Tormina! 2} 


MAI ........... 

iSs3B - 

18^8 - 

18c5S . 


m.. - .- j Kuwait ( 


' : . typexdooKr pride Jo 
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Prince Mohammad visits PSD 

HbRqyal Highness Prince Mohammad, the personal 
representative of His Majesty King Hussein called at the Public 
Security Department (PSD) on Thursday. The Prince is seen 
Bowing talks with PSD Director General Abdul HadiAl Maiail 
during the visit- (Petra photo) 


Japanese, Arab economists 
to hold talks in Amman 


Banker’s whereabouts unknown 


SALT (Petra) — Contacts are 
underway to convene a meeting 
in Amman between Japanese and 
Arab economists to discuss trade 
and economic cooperation be¬ 
tween the two sides, accor ding to 
Moha mm ad Asfonr, president of 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce. 

Asfonr said that the meeting is 
designed to pave the way for a 
greater measure of Japan ese- 
Arab economic cooperation, in¬ 
creasing the volume of trade and 
the transfer of Japanese technolo¬ 
gy to the Arab World. 

During the meeting, which will 
be held in Amm an, a separate 
Japanese-Jordanian meeting will 
be held to discuss the prospects of 
increasing Japanese investments, 
in Jordan and to launch joint 
economic ventures employing 
Jordanian workforce and natural 
resources. Asfour said. 

Altogether, 30 experts and uni¬ 


versity teachers from Japan and 
20 Arab experts will be involved 
in the projected meeting for 
which a date is still to be fixed, 
Asfonr added. 

Asfour Thursday chaired a 
meeting by the federation's ex¬ 
ecutive council which was held at 
Salt. 

He delivered the main address 
revealing that the federation has 
recently submitted a memoran¬ 
dum to the cabinet pinpointing 
the main areas where the private 
sector can increase its activities to 
stimulate the national economy . 

The federation is constantly 
coordinating matters with the 
Ministry of Labour in order to 
find a solution to the country’s 
unemployment problem and has 
opened offices ro find jobs for 
Jordanians, Asfonr noted. 

Several subjects related to ex¬ 
port and import operations were 
discussed at the meeting. 


By Gbuteer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Petra R ank and 
its former director-general, 
Ahmad Chalabi, moved into 
the limelight again Friday with 
strong speculation that the ex¬ 
head of the beleaguered* bank 
■may have defied a posable 
government order asking him 
to remain in the country. 

"Chalabi has not been seen 
by anyone for the past 48 hours, 
and our official records show 
that he has not left Jordan via 
legitimate channels,” an offi¬ 
cial source quoted by Renters 
said. 

Information available to the 
Jordan Times indicated that 
the last time Chalaln was seen 
in Amman was early Tuesday 
morning at his residence, 
where he maintained an “open 
house” for all interested in 
visiting him after he was re¬ 
moved from the top job at 
Petra Bank. 

Meanwhile a dose associate 
of Chalabi was detained by 
security forces at the Queen 
Alia International Airport as 
he was about to board a flight 
to London, according to in¬ 
formed sources. The sources 
said that Ali Saraf, who was 
chief dealer at Petra Bank, was 
being questioned Friday. 

Chalabi, an Iraqi-born bank¬ 
er who sky-rocketed into 
prominence in banking aides 
in a relatively short period, was 
removed from his job as direc¬ 
tor-general of Petra Bank last 
week as a result of a merger 
with the Jordan Gulf Bank 
ordered by the Economic 
Security Committee. But he 


was retained on a six-member 
team appointed by the author¬ 
ities to supervise the merger. 

An informed source said 
Chalabi tfid not attend a pre- 
scbednled meeting of the mer¬ 
ger Supervisory team Thurs¬ 
day. “There was a quorum for 
the meeting, however, and the 
meeting was held despite Cha- 
labi’s absence,’' added the 
source, who requested anony¬ 
mity. 

“These are rumours (that 
Chalabi has fled the country), 
and I refuse to comment on 
rumours,” Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Saeed AJ Nabulsi 
told the Jordan Times in a brief 
telephone interview Friday. 

Sources in the new manage¬ 
ment of the merged entity have 
confirmed that Qutlabi was 
asked not to leave the country 
in a move described as 
“routine” by some officials. 
“We want them to be here in 
Amman when we have to find 
answers to our questions,” said 
a senior source at Petra Bank 
last week. 

The Central Bank's decision 
to merge the two banks was “a 
preemptive move to- prevent 
the collapse of tbe two banks 
which would have damaged the 
economy.” Nabulsi said last 
Friday. 

For three days prior to his 
“disappearance,” Chalabi kept 
an ‘‘open house' for bankers, 
businessmen, journalists and 
friends in wbat was seen as a 
move to squash rumours that 
he was under “house arrest.” 
The banker claimed, in private 
remarks to several sources, 
that he was the “victim of a 


conspiracy.” 

The question that arises if 
Chalabi indeed did leave the 
country is bow be managed his 
departure? If Chalabi was 
under orders not to leave the 
country then his name was or 
- should have been on aD depar¬ 
ture points in less than three 
hours after the orders were 
issued, according to an official 
source at the Public Security 
Department (PSD). The offi¬ 
cial could not confirm that 
Chalabi did leave the country 
nor that the banker's name 
appeared on any black list. 

Another senior Petra Bank 
management source wbo also 
could not confirm Chalabi had 
skipped town said: “I do not 
know whether he has left the 
country, but it would seem 
possible.” 

Someone who identified her¬ 
self as a maid at the Chalabi 
residence answered Jordan 
Times’ queries by saying only 
that she did not know the 
whereabouts of the banker. 

In a. related development. 
Nabulsi also refused comment 
Friday on “rumours" that 
another merger of two local 
banks was in the offing. “Until 
we have something official for 
you, these would remain 
rumours,” he said. 

A senior official at the Cairo 
Amman Bank, asked to com¬ 
ment Thursday whether his 
bank was one of tbe banks 
under a merger consideration, 
said: “I also have heard the 
rumours, but we have not been 
told anything officially.'' 

“At this moment nothing is 
going on.” tbe official added. 


Aqaba hospital gets dialysis unit 








ZAWAIDEH IN CAIRO: Minister of Public Works and Housing 
Shafiq Zawaideh arrived in Cairo Friday to participate in the 
three-day meetings of Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) ministers of 
bousing due to open here Saturday. Tbe ministers will dismiss 
working papers dealing with cooperation in the field of housing, 
exchange of information anftexpertise in this field, holding seminars, 
and coordination of the ’ ACfc member countries* positions in 
international conferences. Upon arrival in Cairo, Zawaideh was 
received by Egyptian Minister of Housing Hasaballah Ai Kafrawi, 
and tbe Jordanian ambassador in Cairo. (Petra) 

BADRAN CHAIRS HIGHER COUNCIL MEETING: The 
Higher Council for Agriculture held a meeting Thursday under the 
chairmanship of .Minister of Agriculture Dr. Adnan Badran and 
discussed production of chicken and eggs. The discussions dealt with 
maintaining self-sufficiency in'production of chicken and eggs where 
the monthly need of chicken stands at 5,000 twines and the annual' 
need of eggs in 400 million eggs. (Petra) 

RJ, JAL DISCUSS COOPERATION: A delegation representing 
Japan Air Lines (JAL) has held talks with Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
senior officials dealing with reinforcing and developing cooperation 
in the field of aviation. (Petra) 

PASSPORT DEPARTMENT HEADS END TALKS: Jordan as 
well as 17 other Arab countries have participated in tbe fourth Arab 
conference of heads of the emigration, passport, ami nationalities 
departments which concluded in Tunis Friday. - Tbe three-day 
conference called on the Arab countries to develop cooperation so as 
to forestall forging to passports and to undertake measures necessary 
to prevent terrorism. It also called for consolidating security 
measures at airports to attain national security. (Petra) 

JORDAN TO ATTEND APU TALKS: A Jordanian delegation 
representing the Post offices and tbe Postal Savings Corporation left 
Amman Thursday to participate in the meetings of the executive 
council of tbe Arab Postal Union (APU) due to convene in Dubai 
Saturday. The discussions will deal with the Arab and international 
postal services and matters related to the joint Arab postal services. 
(Petra) 

FUEL CONSUMPTION FOR ELECTRICITY: Tbe amount of 
fuel consumed in the electria'ty sector during the first quarter of 1989 
stood at 198,480 tonnes of heavy fuel, 4,160 tonnes of diesel and 
5,858 cubic metres of natural gas. (Petra) 


Anniversary celebrated 


AQABA (Petra) — A dialysis 
unit for the benefit of kidney 
patients in the southern areas of 
Jordan was opened Thursday at 
the Princess Haya Hospital in 
Aqaba. 

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma, honorary chairman of the 
Friends of the Kidney Patients 
Society attended the inauguration 
ceremony and heard a briefing on 
services offered to Jordanian kid¬ 
ney patients at Jordanian hospit¬ 
als which are operated by the 
National Medical Institute 
(NMI). 

■ Dr. Mohammad Lawzi from 


NMI, who presented the briefing, 
said that a total of JD 2 milli on is 
expected to be spent on the treat¬ 
ment of kidney patients in the 
Kingdom during 1989, rising to 
JD 3 million in 1991. 

A total of 465 patients are 
currently benefiting from the di¬ 
alysis services at different Jorda¬ 
nian hospitals and were given free 
of charge, Lawzi noted. 

The cost of such treatment is 
rising, he said, in view of the fact 
that each patient has to take 
several treatment sessions a week 
at the rate of four hours each. 

The opening of a dialysis unit 


Palestinians thank Jordan for 
reopening PNF HQ in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Chairman of 
the Palestine National Fund 
(PNF) Jaweed Ai Ghussein has 
sent a cable to Prime Minister 
Sh a rif Zaid Ibn Shaker express¬ 
ing the Palestinian leadership’s 
appreciation to Jordan for its 
approval to reopening the PNF 
headquarters in Amman. 

- In his cable, Ghussein said that 
the Palestinian leadership is 
deeply gratified for the decision 
and feels grateful to His Majesty 
King Hussein and the Jordanian 
government. 

Ghussein had said that the 
headquarters will be officially in¬ 
augurated by the end of next 
week when Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat visits Amman for 
talks with King Hussein. 

The reopening of the PNF 
headquarters in Amman will re¬ 
flect positively on the Palestinian 


people inside the Israeli occupied 
territories, Ghussein said in a 
statement in Abu Dhabi. 

Jordan dosed the PNF head¬ 
quarters in Amman on July 7, 
1986, but the PNF maintained an 
office and continued to work 
under the umbrella of the Am¬ 


man-based Palestine National 
Council (PNC) and kept two 
other offices in Tunis and Cairo. 

The reopening of the PNF 
headquarters in Amman is seen 
by observers as a further steps 
towards strengthening Jordanian- 
Pale stiman relations. 


Amman trade committee 
discusses government measures 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman 
Governor Mohammad Amin has 
said that the financial, monetary, 
and economic measures the 
Jordanian government has 
adopted are designed to restore 
economic balance, promote in¬ 
vestment atmosphere, increase 
self-reliance, and reduce the gap 
between imports and exports in a 


way to achieve rationalisation in 
■consumption.. 

Addressing tbe trade commit¬ 
tee in the Amman region Thurs¬ 
day, Amin said that the periodic 
meetings of the committee had an 
effective role in tbe embodiment 
of decentralised administrative 
policy and developing direct con¬ 
tacts with tbe concerned sectors. 


National Committee for Culture 
discusses strategy for next decade 


(Continued from page 1) 

appreciation of tbe endeavours 
of tbe Jordanian industrialists 
and their contribution to the 
national economy. 

The exhibition, organised by 
the Ministry of Industry and 
trade on the occasion of King 
Hussein’s accession to the 
throne, is designed to orient tbe 
Jordanian public (W the various 
industries in Jordan and en¬ 
courage people to opt for locai- 
ty manufactured products. 

Present with tbe Ktng at the 
inauguration ceremony were 
Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn. 

Shaker, senior officials, cabinet 
members, businessmen And 
members of the (fipfomatic mis¬ 


sions in Jordan. 

■ King Hussein has received 
congratulatory cables from 
world leaders on the occaaon of 
his accession to the throne. 

In their cables, the leaders 
conveyed good wishes to the' 
King in leading Jordan toward 
farther, progress and 
prosperity. 

The cables were sent by the 
leaders of Sand! Arabia, 
Morocco, Oman, Iraq, Egypt, 
North Yemen, Syria, Algeria, 
Tunisia, South Yemen, the Un¬ 
ited Arab Emirates, Kuwait, 
Rahrafa , Qatar, Bangladesh, 
Maldives, the United States, 
France, Philippines, and the 
commander of the Palestine Ll- 
beration Arniy' iB Amman. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A national 
committee on cultural develop¬ 
ment met in Amman Thursday to 
discuss steps to be taken in im¬ 
plementing cultural activities 
over the coming decade. 

A statement said later that the 
committee agreed to lay down a 
strategy in the light of a working 
paper to be prepared by the 
Ministry of Culture and Informa¬ 


tion which will be discussed next 
Thursday. 

The statement said that the 
strategy is designed to give im¬ 
petus to tbe cultural movement in 
Jordan, enhance the national 
cultural identity- and encourage 
further work by Jordanian writers 
and intellectuals. 

It said that the coming meeting 
will be attended by representa¬ 


tives of the Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation, the Jordanian 
Artists Federation, and other 
concerned departments, as well 
as the committee members. 

Thursday's meeting was 
attended by representatives of a 
number of ministries, the four 
Jordanian universities and the 
Jordanian Writers Federation. 



WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following Estings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised *? verify tbe Hsted 
time and place with rhe concerned institutions. - _ "■ - 

EXHIBITIONS 

* A plastic arts cduMtioo by the Student Affeirs Department’s 
Painting Chib of the Yarmook tinkers^ at |he Hoasmg Bank 
Art GaDery. 

4 A plastic art exhfoition by Jantonlaa Artist Mafaa Abo ‘Ayyash 
at the Plastic Artists Association, Shnna sa a i — 5:M p.mJ 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Thursday meets tbe summer music camp at (he National Mu>ic Con- 
instructors and the participants of the second servatory in Amman (Petra photo) 

Queen Noor attends closing 
ceremony of 2nd music camp 


in Aqaba, he said, is bound to 
save a lot of trouble for the 
patients who used to travel to 
Amman and other areas to obtain 
the necessary treatment. 

Dialysis units ore now found in 
A m man's AI Bashir and the Uni¬ 
versity hospitals, Zarqa. Irbid 
and Mafraq in addition to the 
dialysis equipment installed at 
military hospitals and the new 
one in Aqaba, according to 
Lawzi. 

He said that the Aqaba dialysis 
unit has been donated by the 
Friends of the Kidney Patients 
Society in Jordan and it cost JD 
10 , 000 . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Thursday attended a 
ceremony marking the closure of 
the second summer music camp 
organised by the National Music 
Conservatory which is affiliated 
to the Noor AI Hussein Founda¬ 
tion (NHF). 

A total of 85 children aged 
between five and 15 attended the 
10-day camp held at the conserva¬ 
tory in Amman. 

The participating children play¬ 
ed before the Queen during the 
ceremony which was also 
attended by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Raya Bint AI Hussein 
and Mrs. Hind Naser, the con¬ 


servatory's president, as well as 
the Bulgarian and Japanese 
ambassadors, relatives and pa¬ 
rents of the children. 

Conservatory Director Kifah 
Fakhouri headed the eight-mem¬ 
ber staff that taught the children 
music reading, writirfg and ear- 
training. 

The children also received les¬ 
sons in playing the recorder and 
playing simple percussion instru¬ 
ments according to Orff's princi¬ 
ples. 

Carl Orff is a German compos¬ 
er and music educator who estab¬ 
lished his principles in playinc 
.simple percussion instruments in- 


ACC ministers begin 
cultural cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
taking part in meetings by minis¬ 
ters of culture and information in 
the four member Arab Coopera¬ 
tion Council (ACC) countries 
which opened m Baghdad Friday. 

Minister of Culture and In¬ 
formation Nasouh AI Majali, 
wbo arrived in the Iraqi capital 
Thursday at the head of the 
Jordanian delegation, is expected 
to present Jordan’s views with 
regards to steps taken by the 
ACC in coordinating information 
and cultural activities. 

Majali, who is accompanied by 
representatives of the various de¬ 
partment associated with his 
ministry including radio and tele¬ 
vision, will discuss with his col¬ 
leagues from Egypt, Iraq and 
North Yemen a joint plan for 
information and cultural activities 


within the ACC group, according 
to the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. 

According to the North Yeme¬ 
ni information minister, who is 
taking part in the meetings, a 
total of four working papers will 
be reviewed in Baghdad in the 
course of preparing the joint 
strategy. 

Ahmad Lawzi said that the 
ministers will also discuss the 
prospect of setting up ACC in¬ 
formation network to ensure the 
flow of new programmes and 
other informational and cultural 
material. 

Cooperation in housing 

Jordan is also taking part in an 
ACC meeting in Cairo starting 
Saturday to coordinate the four 
countries cooperation in housing 


tegruted with speech .ir._ V 
movement. 

The first summer music •. 
held in August WSN w.i- . 
hv 130 children. 

According to Fakhouri. : 
conservatory, which ojkt.ci: 
doors in NSo. provided 
in the initial stage, u» cbiif.c 
aged six to 12, but gr..: 

numbers of children begji. ro .> «. 
and the conservatory is not* pr. 
riding proper training !■_■ !N.» 
dren. Die number of touch-, 
and instructors in IdSn wjv 
growing to 22 a; pi.-. 
Fakhouri added. 


W- d J 


and reconstruction. 

Minister of Housing and Pcb;-- 
Works Shafiq Zawaideh he' 
Jordan's delegation to the thr« 
day meeting where several w' 
ing papers dealing with consir; 
lion business, contracting 
specifications will be discus.-.- 
Meanwhile, the A mm:.;. 
Chamber of Industry announce.' 
Thursday that it has finalised ■ 
draft stature for a higher co -. 
that would govern chamb-. . 
commerce and industry federa¬ 
tions in the four ACC eountriu. 

A chamber official said ih;:i •’ 
draft will be put for disew'-. 
representatives from :ne 
ACC countries in Cairo be:.-, 
the end of this month. 

The meeting in Cairo will •-•c a 
follow up to one held in A*- 
last May by the chambers !c.. 
rions in the four countries*. 



Health Minister Zuhair Malhas and his Libyan counterpart Mustafa AI Zairi Thursday begin tnAj- 
in Amman fPeira photo) 

Jordan, Libya discuss employtiasn^ 
of doctors, cooperation in health 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Libya Thursday opened talks on 
coordinating their efforts in 
health and cooperating in the 
pharmaceutical industry. 

Health Minister Zuhair Malhas 
and Libyan Health Minister Mus¬ 
tafa AI Zairi headed their teams 
to the talks which also are in¬ 
tended to organise tbe employ¬ 
ment of Jordanian physicians and 
specialists in Libyan hospitals. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet¬ 
ra, said that the two sides discus¬ 
sed in the opening session bilater¬ 
al cooperation in primary health 
care, pharmaceutical production. 


marketing and distribution of 
medicines, the production of vac¬ 
cines and giving priority in Libya 
and Jordan to medicines pro¬ 
duced by both country. 

They also discussed exchanges 
of visits by officials, medical ex¬ 
perts and doctors, exchange of 
medical and health expertise, uni¬ 
fication of laws and regulations 
covering health security and pro¬ 
viding medical treatment to pa¬ 
tients from both country." Petra 
said. 

Libya is already employing a 
■ large omribeT of Jordanian doc¬ 
tors and the current four-day 


talks will cover matters related ti ¬ 
the prospective employment c..’ 
further numbers, according tr 
agency. 

Upor. his arrival for the v’s* 
earlier Thursday, the 
health minister said that the taifo 
will be within the irume^'or!; e.‘ 
cooperation programme he , .we<.r. 
Jordan and Libya, and in 
with directives by the Ar::!: 
Health Ministers Cosine:!. 

Health Minister Zuhair N:;*.ir..> 
and other Health Ministry c*f.- 
cials welcomed the Libyan 
legation upon arrival a: the air¬ 
port. 


Workshops on new trends in cumesala 
development, teaching chemistry ends 




The National-Committee for Cidtare Thursday meets in Amman (Petra c=r*s) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two work¬ 
shops on new trends in curricula 
development as well as instruc¬ 
tions in chemistry and biology 
ended in Amman on Thursday. 

The Noor AJ Hussein Founda¬ 
tion (NHF) has organised the 
workshops as part of the on-going 
preparations for the opening of 
tbe Jubilee School in 1991. 


A total of 30 participants from 
the ministry of education, the 
private sector, Jordanian univer¬ 
sities and other departments took 
part in tbe six-day workshops 
during which they discussed new 
trends in teaching chemistry and 
biology, modem methods in 
reaching with special attention ro 
promote self-education among 


children and develop their skifc 
The two workshops which were 
organised in cooperation with 
British Council and the Mor.-.e 
House College of Education i*' 
Edinburgh. Scotland, were aimed 
at paving the wav for the open in c 
of the Jubilee School which is 
designed as a mr-uel seconds 
$cbi?c; for eincj ■ ,j-n?e 
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THE ABDUCTION of Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid by Israel 
has set in motion a series of actions and reactions which in 
the end upstaged the hitherto active debate on the peace 
process in the Middle East. And the subsequent killing of Lt. 
Col. William Higgins not only diverted attention from the 
heart of the matter in the broader Arab-Israeti conflict but 
also undermined the burgeoning sympathy for the Palesti¬ 
nian cause in Western countries especially in the U.S. All 
these developments could not hare been fortuitous but 
rather the result of a weU calculated Israeli plan to abort the 
growing support for the Palestinians in their struggle for 
freedom and self-determination. And as long as the hos¬ 
tages’ issue stays in the limeligh t and preoccupies the 
attention of international diplomacy, the Palestine question 
would end up paying the price. That is why a more 
determined effort most be nude to rechannd interest and 
concern towards the central issue of the Palestinian case and 
away from, the side issue of hostages. Of course the best way 
to achieve just that is to speedup the resolution of the 
hostages problem to the satisfaction of the maximum 
number of the actors involved. 

With reference to the particular case of the kidnapping of 
Sheikh Obeid, if is highly questionable that Israel acted out 
of concern for its own mm still under the custody of Shi'ite 
elements in Lebanon. With all the meticulous intelligence 
capabilities demonstrated by Israel in abducting one’ of the 
principal leaders of the Shi’ite movement in Lebanon, one 
would have thought it would have been easier for Israel to 
free its own trapped soldiers than to aim for one of the 
biggest and hardest catches in Lebanon. That would lead 
one to speculate that Israel deliberately wanted to exacer¬ 
bate the hostages’ issue not out of concern for the three 
Israeli soldiers but rather for something much more far 
reaching. The Arab and Islamic attention most therefore 
focus on frustrating the Israeli design but not falling into its 
trap. Unfortunately the killing of Col. Higgins played into 
the hands of Israel and promoted its objectives and 
aspirations. Accordingly the sooner the hostages’ issue is 
fhfished and done with the sooner the actors in the 
Palestinian case can get back to where they have left off. 


Zaki — AJ Rj’i 


MSESS E 39 STORIALS 


TWO Jordanian Arabic dailies commented on the ongoing 
intifada in the occupied Arab territories which has now entered its 
21st month. A! Ra'i daily said that the continued uprising against 
occupation is part of the Palestinian endeavour to regain Arab 
land usurped since 1967 and the repressive measures have not and 
cannot stem the resistance. The paper said that neither Sh amir ’s 
elections plans nor the various Zionist manoeuvres can deviate 
the course of the uprising and end the struggle for freedom. The 
Palestinian people's rights, the paper added, have been supported 
by the world community at large and the European countries 
which bear a heavy political weight worldwide in particular, mid 
the Shamir plan has died while the uprising continues to survive, 
the paper continued. It said what the Palestinians are doing is 
legitimate, and what Jordan and the Arab countries are offering 
to help the Palestinians is a national duty. The Arabs, the paper 
added, are seeking peace based on justice and an end to 
oppression and occupation, and Jordan has been spearheading 
efforts on the Arab and the international levels to achieve that 
goal. If Israel has not yet absorbed the intifada lesson so far, the 
paper concluded, nothing can stop the Palestinians from main¬ 
taining the struggle or Jordan's support and assistance to the 
oppressed people, regardless of Israel's conspiracies and econo¬ 
mic pressure on this country. 

A col umnis t in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily calls on the Jordanian people 
to adjust to the present situation and try to live within their own 
nw-an* so that they can overcome their present economic and 
finan cial problems. Tareq Masarwch says that Jordanians have to 
put their own house in order as a first step and curtail their 
expenditure so that sufficient funds can be saved for develop¬ 
ment. The rich Arab states have never stopped extending 
financial assistance to Jordan, and will never stop doing that, but 
the Kingdom ought to adopt reasonable fiscal budgets and 
continue to curtail expenses and stop thinking of becoming the 
Singapore of the Middie East, the writer continues. We should 
Wow the real size of our country, its potentials and responsibili¬ 
ties and we should realise that we belong to the Third World 
which r»**tis that we are poor, the writer adds. But, he says, these 
facts should not deter us from continuing the struggle for 
development within our means and limited resources. 

Ai Dustour daily commented on the Palestinian uprising and said 
that after 20 months, resistance to occupation has become a way 
of life for the Palestinian people. The paper noted that the 
“ r«sed people who are armed only with stones and faith in 
an- turning the tables on die Israeli oppressors who are 

O®*’ ... _n rtf rfiihfllirfll WeaoOflK. The lOHuinii 


By Guy Dfnmore 

Reuter 

PEKING — China's Co mmunis t 
hardliners are weighing the con¬ 
sequences of lifting martial law in 
Peking in the face of passive 
protests, scattered resistance and 
huge financial losses, foreign di¬ 
plomats said this week. 

“A simmering rebellion” was 
bow two diplomats described 
China after a recent tour of major 
cities. 

Hie lifting of martial law is 
believed to be a major discussion 
point among Chinese leaders 
plying back and forth between 
Peking and toe coastal resort of 
Beidaihe, where senior leader 
Deng Xiaoping is spending the 
summer. 

“As usual, different factions 
will have different ideas," a 
Western diplomat commented. 

Premier Li Peng declared mar¬ 


tial law in Peking on May 20 after 
toe biggest anti-government pro¬ 
tests since toe 1949 revolution 
drew more than a milH oa people 
into the streets. 

Unarmed cro w d s blocked the 
first wave of troops on the edges 
of toe city but two weeks later 
columns of tanks, trucks and 
armoured personnel carriers 
crashed through protestors to put 
down the student-led democracy 
movement in Tiananmen Square. 

The tanks have gone but toe 
vast square is still closed to pedes¬ 
trians and aimed troops patrol 
the city. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Although sceptical of claims by 
exiled dissidents that there is an 
organised underground opposi¬ 
tion, residents say there is wide¬ 
spread passive resistance to toe 
mar tial law authorities and un¬ 


confirmed accounts of isolated 
attacks on soldiers. _ 

One diplomat quoted an offi¬ 
cial internal document as saying 
four soldiers were arangfed to 
death in a park in' mid-July. 

Shots are occasionally heard at 
night when main streets are most¬ 
ly deserted, apart from military 
patrols. Some residents suspect 
snipers, a new breed of urban 
guerrilla, are at work. Others 
believe nervous sokijers are let¬ 
ting off warning shots. 

A defence attache recounted 
bow a soldier was shot dead by a 
child on July 15 after be gave him 
Us gun to play with. 

City spokesman refuse to com¬ 
ment on anything about the army 
but official reports say many 
weapons were stolen on June 3 
and 4 when toe People’s Libera¬ 
tion Army, acting on Deng’s 
orders, took control of toe city. 

If any soldiers have been ltiUed 


since June 4, their deaths have 
not bees made public. But in an 
unusual admission of dissent, toe 
official economic daily said ear¬ 
lier this month that a man “with a 
crafty smile’ 1 had offered 
poisoned water »thirsty sokfien 
on patrol. “They saw through his 
plot.” 

Travellers on Peking’s subway- 
said that on one occasion reccm-’ 
Ir they were suddenly plunged into 
darkness to find ana-government 
leaflets on toe train when toe' 
lights came back on. A foreign 
resident said he found a pro¬ 
democracy leaflet in bis maiL 

Japan Airlines and the . 
Japanese consulate in the north¬ 
ern city of Shenyang have re- 
reived death threats aimed at 
businessmen from a previously 
unknown o rgan i s a t ion which 
says it wants to sabotage China’s 
foreign trade. 

But for the. overwhelming 


majority of the 10 million 
Chinese in Peking any protest« 
all is passive. 

Residents wy toat anyone fak¬ 
ed to toe drisbenk? movement 
must give an account of bfetife 
since April 15, toe day former 
leader ffu Yaobang died, trigger¬ 
ing toe protests. 

"But I know my boss wdt! 
HeU just tarn a bfind eye as foftg 
as I don't do anything rise," a 
factory worker said. Teachers 
who must "show tbtibr attitude” 
m meetings su perv is ed by outride 
inspection team? say toe,proems 
is. a force.' 

Formanyworktrs^pasnYcpro- 
tcsxs mean slipping back into the 


Westers 
"With fa 


mg, they 
SSicm ooSars." 


to Hfr martial htw.” t 
cfetomjr (cemented. 
iTOSy any tourists cost- 
xtorstefld to test ever * 


old habits of turning up late, 
taking frequent side leave ana 
pursuing tacir second , job —■ 
perhaps running a private stall — 
with much wore enthusiasm. 

“They are raider enormous 


Apart front to* to* of tbvejgn 
vi sitors, CfefoftV smtfififog «o- 
aomy fo ntawiy suffeJEg from * 
.Me <rf war tows wteda were 
wnpiwifort- after tk-erittfc' ---- - 
•OiftiflgiWUTiidlwwtwUbeji 

signal to toe outride world fo 
think about busiacss agjifl ” an 
Asian banker said. . . ... 

police officer fSPBJ martial 
law wou’t fost very kfflg.” AaL 
Asian cofleague quoted informed 
Chinese sources as saytiwii oonJd 
be lifted try toe esd of toe year, 
The authorities’ confidence 
be tested on Ott. X when Com. 
muoist Chim marks toe 40to 
anniversary of its founding. ~ V 


IRA is a small but sharp thorn in Britain’s side 


By Jeffrey Heller 

Renter 

LONDON — Since British sol¬ 
diers went into Northern Ireland 
20 years ago, the Into Republi¬ 
can Army (IRA) has been a thorn 
in Britain’s side, drawing blood 
with bombs and bullets in a cam¬ 
paign to oust the troops. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, who norrowiy escaped 
IRA assassination in 1984, has 
vowed to defeat the group toe has 
branded as terrorist 

But security chiefs concede the 
war between the active service 
units of tbe estimated 250 guerril¬ 
las force and 10,000 British 
troops in Northern Ireland may 
never be won. 

Some 3,000 people, including 
more than 400 soldiers, have 
been killed and 30,000 wounded 
— mainly in Northern Ireland — 
since the deployment of troops on 
August 14, 1969, in response to 


violence between the Protestant 
majority and Catholic minority in 
the British province. 

British soldiers in combat gear, 
fearful of snipers, still dan in and 
out of doorways in Northern Ire¬ 
land’s capita] of Belfast antid 
shoppers and mothers pushing 
prams. 

It is a surreal sight in a city 
within the European Community. 

The current wave of what is 
known in Northern Ireland as “the 
troubles” began in 1969 when the 
province exploded in strife be¬ 
tween its 500,000 Catholics and 
the one-mSliou-stTong Protestant 
majority that favours union with 
Britain. 

Asked to rate the IRA’s effec¬ 
tiveness as a guerrilla group, Don 
Kerr of the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies in London 
said one of its main strengths was 
its wealth of experience fighting 
the British. 

The IRA used guerrilla attacks 


in the struggles of the 1920s after 
partition when tbe Independent 
Irish Republic was formed and 
the six counties of the north 
continued their union with Bri¬ 
tain. 

In 1939, toe IRA launched a 
series of bombings is England 
and continued its activities 
against the British during World 
war IT. It went into ectipre after 
toe war bnt burst into activity 
again from 1956 to 1962. 

Over tbe last year the IRA has 
renewed a bombing campaign in 
Britain, blowing up two army 
barracks and Wiling one’soldier. 
Since last summer five British 
troops have been killed in IRA 
attacks in West Germany, Bel¬ 
gium and toe Netherlands. 

Security sources in Dublin say 
up to 20 IRA guerrillas are poised 
in Britain and Europe for an 
offensive to mark the 20th 
anniversary this summer of troop 
deployment in Northern Ireland. 


Cross-border security coopera¬ 
tion between Britain and tbe Irish 
Republic in fighting the IRA was 
stepped up in 1985 when both 
countries signed an agreement 
giving Dublin a voice in Northern 
Ireland affairs. 

The deal has shakily survived 
despite its inherent vulnerability 
to toe mutual suspicion between 
Dublin and London and national¬ 
ist allegations that British troops 
and police wage a shoot-to-krfl 
policy in Ulster. 

Britain denies its security 
forces kill IRA fighters rather 
than fry to capture them. It re¬ 
fused to prosecute police in¬ 
volved in toe killing of six alleged 
guerrillas, mostly unarmed, who 
were toot in several incidents in 
1982. 

In tbe 1970s the IRA carried 
out a wave of attacks in Britain, 
including bombings in two pubs 
in tbe central city of Birmingham 
in which 21 were killed and more 


than 180 injured. 

Declaring “one bomb in Lon¬ 
don is worm 100 is Belfast," the 
IRA killed 11 cavalry troops and 
bandsmen in Hyde Park and Re¬ 
gent's Park in 1982. 

Six people died when an IRA 
car bomb exploded near Lon¬ 
don’s Harrods department store 
m 1983. 

Tbe IRA staged its most spec¬ 
tacular attack in Britain in 1984 
when a bomb planted in a hotel in 
the southern town of Brighton 
warty wiped out Thatcher's gov¬ 
ernment during a Conservative 
Party conference. Five people 
were killed. 

In 1987 an IRA bomb ripped 
through crowds in the Northern 
Ireland town of EaxuskiHen dur¬ 
ing a ceremony honouring the 
dead of two world wars. Seven 
died. 

Security chiefs believe the IRA 
has a stockpile of weapons that 
may include Libyan-supplied 


ground-to-air missiles for usd 
against British helicopter* in. 
NoriimEn_.iroiand. 

Official statistics give a total of 
413,459 pounds (187,936 kg) of 
explosive* uncovered m ihc pro* 
vines since 1969. 

There have been almost 8,900 
explosions in the last 20 years. 
Security forces -also discovered 
622 madiriieguast 3,861 rifles. 
4,187 pistols, 1366 shotguns, 54 - 
rocket launchers, 151 mortars, 

two flamethrowers and 2,4 ma¬ 
tron rounds of rowran itioD. 


has plenty« 
tire arsenal. 


money to pay for 


“They are a very profitable 
orgainsu&maongtoefiswaoftte 
Mafia,” Kerr said, mentioning 
IRA extortion rackets and 
robberies as well ro funding fay 
supporters in the United States. 


The growing force of people power 



By Gene Sharp 

A MILLION Chinese citizens in 
the streets of Beijing block the 
army's approach to Tiananmen 
Square. Striking coal miners in 
Siberia and the Ukraine win poli¬ 
tical concessions from the Soviet 
government. After nine years 
Solidarity gains its relegalisation 
and stands on the verge of taking 
over political power in Poland. 
These are just a few of the amaz¬ 
ing events of past months in 
which people power has taken 
centre stage in tbe fight for poli¬ 
tical rights. 

The popular view that non¬ 
violent straggle is a thing of the 
past, as typified by toe Gandhi- 
led movements in India and toe 
U.S. civil rights straggles, is 
dearly a misconception. The no¬ 
tion that non-violent struggle can 
work only under democratic con¬ 
ditions, or with a fervent moral or 
religious commitment to “non¬ 
violence”, or only when led by 
charismatic leaders, is not borne 
out by the many cases we see 
today. The days when non-vio¬ 
lent struggle could be relegated to 
a political ghetto are over. 

There is a long, highly impor¬ 
tant (but little known) history of 
non-violent straggle that covers 
many centuries and all conti¬ 
nents. Since toe second world 
war, and especially in the past 


five years, this technique has 
been practised on a politically 
significant scale in such diverse 
countries as Poland, Burma, East 
Pakistan (now Bangladesh), 
Yugoslavia, Romania, Czechos¬ 
lovakia, East Germany, Sudan, 
Morocco, South Africa, the West 
Bank and Gaza, Chile, the Philip¬ 
pines, China, South Korea, the 
United Stales, Brazil, Thailand, 
India, Pakistan, Panama, Argen¬ 
tina, Iran and Tibet. 

Today, people power is prom¬ 
inent throughout modi of toe 
Soviet Union, where many peo- 
We a s sum e d it would be impossi¬ 
ble. id Mexico there is currently 
no significant problem of terror¬ 
ism or guerrilla opposition, as all 
extreme dissent is now expressed 
through non-violent action such 
as civil disobedience, hanger 
strikes and land invasions. 

In addition, non-violent resist¬ 
ance is officially finding its way 
into national defence policies. In 
1986 toe Swedish Parliament 
unanimously added a small non¬ 
violent resistance component to 
Sweden's “total defence” policy. 
Yugoslavia, Switzerland and Au¬ 
stria officially have similar com¬ 
ponents, and the possibility is 
under serious discussion in 
Norway. 

We should not be surprised at 
toe increasing power winded by 
non-violent straggle. Indeed, it is 


that great power which frightens 
autocratic rulers. The brutality of 
toe killings in Beijing on Jane 4 
are in part a reflection of tbe 
degree to which China’s rulers 
saw their power and control' 
threatened. 

It is a common misconception 
that if resisters remain non-vio¬ 
lent, their opponents wiD do toe 
same. In 1905, troops opened fire 
on a crowd of Russian citizens 
attempting to present a petition 
top toe Tsar. Hundreds died. In 
1919, troops under British com¬ 
mand massacred at least 530 
peaceful! protesters in Amritsar, 
India. And as happened with 
tsarist rale and the British Raj, 
such brutality is now likely to 
speed the end of toe delegjti- 
mised Chinese Communist 
system. 

It is a further error to assume 
that a violent crackdown of a 
non-violent resistance movement 
signals its defeat. Solidarity 
fought on for nine years despite 
mass arrests, legal prohibitions, 
m a r tia l law and other repress¬ 
ion. After troops used chemical 
weapons this April on non-vio¬ 
lent protesters is Soviet Georgia,' 
thousands of Georgians have 
been demonstrating daily in Tbil¬ 
isi demanding secession from the 
USSR. And even in Beijing there, 
are signs that, tbe non-violent 
straggle continues, though in less 


public ways. 

Repression is often likely pre¬ 
cisely because people power 
strikes at the heart of politically 
repressive systems. All regimes, 
so matter how dictatorial, de¬ 
pend on powerrourcesmthhx the ‘ 
society they role. Legitimacy, 
bureaucracies, habits of 'obedi¬ 
ence, economic resources, police 
and troops, and skils and know¬ 
ledge: all these pillars of political 
power are dependent on the co¬ 
operation of multitudes of peo¬ 
ple. The crux of non-violent ac¬ 
tion is that massive non-co-opera¬ 
tion and disobedience can dis¬ 
solve these pillars of power. 

Non-violent straggle is active, 
not passive. It rests on the very 
human capacity to be at times 
stubborn, cussed and even obno¬ 
xious, collectively applied. It 
does not require belief in pacifism 
or ethical non-violence, but in¬ 
stead has been used overwhel¬ 
mingly by ordinary people who 
still believed in violence under 
other circumstances. This techni¬ 
que can apply pressure, ooerce 
and even disintegrate hostile reg- 
imes. 

People power is comprised of 
an entire armoury of non-violent 
weapons. They include non-vio¬ 
lent protests (such as vigils, mar¬ 
ches, flying forbidden flags), so¬ 
cial boycotts, economic boycotts, 
labour strikes, more than 50 types 


of political non-co-operation, and 
non-violent intervention (from 
•hunger strikes and sit-ins to the 
creation of. parallel govern¬ 
ments). 

The old wuy of dKarisriug 
type of struggle as irretevantWas 
to say; “I could sever have work¬ 
ed against Hitler.” However, 
non-violent strode j was osed 
against die Nazis, especially in 
Norway, Denmark, and' the 
Netherlands. It contributed to 
saving the Bulgarian Jews. Even 
in Bolin in 1943, an around the 
dock, nine-day, demonstration 
by non-Jewish wives and friends 
of arrested Jewish men saved 
about 1,500 from toe gas cham¬ 
bers. ... 

All this has major implications. 
If we are to develop toe techni¬ 
que of non-vicricnl struggle, as we 
nave toe techniques of guerrilla, 
conventional ami nuclear war¬ 
fare, it will require a tremendous 
increase in research, policy stu¬ 
dies, and strategic analyses. 
Eventually, such research could 
result in non-violent methods 
being applied ta specific tasks for 
wind] many people now believe 
only violence and war offer realis¬ 
tic options. These include libera¬ 
tion from dictatorships, ending' 
systems of social oppression, de¬ 
feating attempted coops d’etat 
and providing national defence. 

In a work! of grave domestic 


and international conflicts, with 
some dictatorships entrenched 
and new ones likely to arise. 
Where racial, cast and class 
oppreson is widespread, where 
violence is widely accepted by 
'■'both terrorists and nuclear de¬ 
terrence strategists as toe idti- 
matc power, something has to 
change. .. 

The answer is not a naive wish 
- that the world will become loving 
and co-operative, that a utopja 
and universal peace will descend 
among ns if only we believe hard 
enough. Rather, the answer lies 
in further developing the people 
power approach to conflict, an 
.alternative to both violence and 
’ submission. People need an effec¬ 
tive means for waging struggles 
against injustices, dictatorships, 
genocide and oppression. They 
need a way of asserting their 
demands without destroying afl 
they wish to preserve. People 
power may be come their choice. 
— The Guardian. 

• Gene Sharp is president of tbe 
Albert Einstein Institution in _ 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, arid 
directs the Programme on Son- 
violent Sanotiom at Harvard Uni¬ 
versity’s Centre for International 
Affairs. Author of several books 
on non-violent straggle, be vi¬ 
sited Beijing during (he student 
protests and has Just.returned 
from Israel and the West Bank. 
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deep divisions within toe Israeli society and political 
“^f^Ahove alLit said, the continued resistance has won the 
sympathy and the support of all nations. 
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Treating intifada children 
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By Job Immaim^f 

t N ^ BULANCE pufed into 
“ snen wailing, hist' 

B ?*- Wamb Dajam-would nor- 
J*,}**** for home at 
utHmd 6.30 p.m. He watched the 
trercher being pulled Out, sighed 
tad made a note.to caD hiswifc 
‘She’D understand, she’s a doctor 
oo," he said, and went off to 
repare the operating theatre. 
Dajam is a man under press- 
re, so m etimes of his own mak- 
ig. At home he listens to Radio 
feme. Carlo, the BBC Wodd 
ennee news at 7p.m., and at 8 
.m. -he switches oack and forth 
pong the Voice of America, Kol 
israel news in English and Jor- 
in TV news in Arabic. At 9.30 
m. be listens to VOA’s news 
atures on the Middle East. 
MMtly afterwards, the exhausted 
testhesialogist goes to bed, but 
i says he has trouble sleeping, 
e has to take pills for stomach 
adity; 

He travels through Jerusal em 
-eiy day, but sees the Israeli- 
destinian conflict only from a 
destiman hospital and his home 
Beit Jalla, near Bethlehem, 
is Hebrew is not good enough, 
id he is too busy, to follow 
raeli society dosely. "A ample 
bourer who works in an Israeli 
ctory and uses Hebrew every day 
ams Hebrew faster rim? we 
ictors do.” 

As chief of intensive care as 
ell as anesthesia at Makassed 
laxnic Hospital on the Mount of 
lives, Dajam is in charge of 
onitoring the patients’ vital 
notions on die operatin g table 
id overseeing their progress. 
The 25-year-old TV repair man 
Reeled into the theatre this par- 
ailar evening had been struck in 
e right leg by a plastic bullet to 
e right of the knee. 

The perfectly round entry 
>tmd was dearly little larger 
an a match head. The exit 
ound on the left of the knee 
•uld have accommodated a 
atchbox. The young man 
rned out to be from Beit Jalla, 
:e Dajam, but they did not 
tow each other. He said a sot- 
er had hit him, he had hit him 
ick, and the soldier had fired, 
fa dumdum bullets have been, 
ed,” Dajani says. Plastic bullets 
e bad enough. 

Although a plastic bullet 
ight sound like a toy, and;' 
no bigger than a piece'from a? . 
icket chess set, die operation to' , 
pair the damage it caused took- 
ariy six hours as doctors per- 
rmed a vein graft. 

The prognosis was that the TV- 
pairman would be unable to - 
nd his knee folly, would lose 
me control over tes right foot as' 
e popliteal nerve was damaged, 
d would suffer a permanent 
op due to an expected two- 
ntimetre s hri nka g e of his leg. 
Dajani at 52 has the young fare 
a man who desperately wants 


I? fotfay side of life. But 

he holds his feelings in check 
Wmd his nervous energy. He 
pinches his bed-ridden, patients 
on the cheek like an unde, ami 
hunsetf to fruit- then* rela¬ 
tives have brought to their bed- 
“«es. “Tins is more home than 
hospital for them," he explains, 
and it is important that I act like 

one of them." 

As an Arab Muslim doctor 
™«*nfed *o a European Christian 

doctor, Dajani says he finds it 
™™cult to understand national or 

religious hatreds. The' Dajam 
hamwa, one of Jerusalem’s 
prominent dans, -were the care¬ 
takers of King David’s Tomb on 
Ml Hon before 1948, when they 
caUedit Nebi Daoud. They were 
htae known for their potmen he 
says, but were well known as 
“terchants and doctors. Ilie for¬ 
mer Zahakra hospital in Jaffa, 
he points out, was .called the 
Dajani hospital before 1948. 

Of 740 intifada anaialttep reg- 
htered at Makassed from Dec. 9, 
1987 to July 31,1989, about 480 
were shot in a Hmb, usually a teg, 
estimates Dajani’s colleague, 
chief orthopedic surgeon Dr* 
Rnstom Nannnari; 25 per cent 
were under 16 years old. Six legs 
have been amputated; about 100 
intifada patients have been in 
intensive care. 

F ina n c ed by Kuwait and other 
Gulf States, Makassed is a refer¬ 
ral hospital for other private hos- 

S in the West Bank and 

md therefore receives many 
more serious casualties. 6 
has 180 beds. Intifada Mmaltiwi 
represent less than 4 per cent of 
admissions, but they take up IS 
per cent of the beds because they 
tend to stay longer than other 
patients, Dajani says. 

Some of the long-term patients 
include those with apparently 
simple leg injuries. They are kept 
in hospital because shattered 
bones take lodger to heal than 
dean fractures and, if neglected, 
can be prey to infection or dam¬ 
age. The limbs are locked with, 
constantly adjusted metal exter¬ 
nal fixators. Makassed is tile only 
hospital in the occupied territor¬ 
ies to use them, Nammaxi says. 

Dr. Nammari estimates that 
between 800 to; 1,000 of those 
wounded during the intifada have 
been left with permanent disabili¬ 
ties,mosfy from bullets, (Lxtifo- 
^rasHafty jrgjgfe -ffactnate wild- 
ly^butrUNKWA’ says’that'in' 
Gaza 5,651 people were wounded 
by bullets from Dhc. 9, 1987 to 
Job 1 this year. It has no reliable 
estimates for the West Bank, but 
they are likely to be a little 
higher, making about 12,000^ in 
all). Of the permanently disabled 
casualties, 60 to 80 axe quadriple- 
gics, paraplegics or hemiplegics, 
Nammari says. - 
Some of the disabled do not 
require operation s , but were sort 
to Makassed where they have 
lain for months. “We cannot 


Send them home— their family 
don’t always know how to look 

- after them. Some times they go 
home and have to be. brought 
back. But they need to be reha¬ 
bilitated, not hospitalised/’ Da¬ 
jani says. 

The solution wiS eventually be 
found in the 36-bed RamaHah 
Rehabilitation Centre which is 
scheduled for completion by 
November and awaits only formal 
authorisation from the mil adm L 
lustration to fa Ira arinr y ' c yip fl s , F*. 

- n aimed by tire Swedish govern¬ 
ment. It win be staffed for its first 

year by Swedish physiotherapists 
who will train local staff. 

Dajani has only once surren¬ 
dered, Be says, to tire pressure of 
treating young people with bnliet 
wounds. That was when a 16- 
year-old was brought in, his brain 
-exposed by a bidet w hich had 
opened his skulL It was not the 
wound, but tire satchel, resemb¬ 
ling. his nine-year-old son’s 
schoolbag, winch caused him to 
lose his com p osure for a few 
minutes. The youth recovered. 

In Dajani’s experience, a pa¬ 
tient’s relatives are usually more 
trying than the patient when a 
young v illager is shot and wound¬ 
ed, half the village may visit If 
the victim is ctimcalty dead, ceil- 
ing tire villagers so soon after the 
incident could . start emotional 
scenes difficult to control. 
However, the respirator to which 
a brain-dead man must legally be 
hooked while his heart stfll beats, 
gives the impression Of life to 
relatives and serves to cushion the 
blow of death. Usually it takes a 
few days for the heart to stop. By 
tire time the “wavy green line on 
the monitor has slowly flattened 
out, so have the hopes and excite- 
meat of the family,” says Dajani. 

One such youth, Tarek Awad, 
17, from Idna lay surrounded by 
friends. Nothing stirred except 
the small Palestinian flag and 
Koran which had been placed on 
Ins mechanically heaving chest. 

The in tffadn hiK helped im¬ 
prove West Bank and Gaza medi- 
cme. “Medical standards have 
risen, especially in multiple 
trauma surgery,” Dajam says, 
emphasising • the positive. The 
sheer burden of cases has instilled 
more discipline, more effident 
treatment 

“Another thing has changed,” 
says Dajam. “hi our culture peo¬ 
ple never liked to give, their 
plood. ffs a matter of ignorance. • 
I almost cry now when I see lines 
of people stretching outside the 
hospital waiting to give Mood.” 

Throughout die past 18 months 
the rate of intifada patients enter¬ 
ing Makassed has remained fairly 
steady, at about 40 a month, with 
more referr als from other hospit¬ 
als, but it looks calmer than in the 
first months of the intifada. 
Makassed has so relations with 
nearby Israeli hospitals like 
Hadassah oo Ml Scopus, Dajam 
says, because it feels capable of 



Dr. Dqfani, chief of Makassed Hospital's Intensive care unit 


handling its own problems. Yet 
some of tire intifada cases have 
provided Makassed doctors with 
unprecedented challenges which 
would have impressed Israeli doc¬ 
tors. 

A case about eight months ago 
involved a Kalandiya man with 
six cylindrical rubber bullets in¬ 
side his head, including two in his 
brain. The patient survived. 

The case of Fadi A1 Bado, 13, 
brought in from Tulkarm, on 
May 25, might be a case for. 
medical text-books. A rubber 
bullet on an upward trajectory hit 
him just below the right eye and 
severed the optic nerves before 
embedding itself in the upper 
parietal lobe of the brain. The 
boy could not be operated on 
because doctors were astonished 
to find that gravity moved the 
bullet inside the brain whenever 
the head was turned. When it 
reached the temporal lobe, a 
journey of jpexnaps; 10 cen¬ 
timetres, he was strapped in posi¬ 
tion for almost three weeks so 
that fibrous matter would grow 
around the bullet and fix it in 
place, said Makassed chief neuro¬ 
surgeon Dr. Muslefa Awad. The 
bullet appeared to move through 
brain tissue and not along a Mood 
vessel or other channel, he said. 
Israeli doctors said they had nev¬ 
er beard of an object moving through 
brain tissue; Dr. Awad says he' 
plans to write a paper on the 
phenomenon. 

Dajam says Makassed has ex¬ 
perienced one similar case. The 
doctors believe they were both an 
exclusive effect of the cylindrical 
rubber bullet, which is much 
heavier than regular bullets. A1 
Bado’s particular bullet had shed 
most of its rubber coating on 
impact to reveal its steel core, 
and was eventually pulled out by 
an electro-magnet near the ear. 


The boy remains blind in one 
eye, but his brain’s vital func¬ 
tions have not been substantially 
impaired, Dajani says. 

The survival rate from cylin¬ 
drical rubber bullets is certainly 
very high. In Gaza, an UNRWA 
breakdown of gunshot wounds 
and deaths to foe end of July, 
shows that only one person died 
there out of 1,289 hit by a cylin¬ 
drical rubber bullet, while five 
out of 1,327 people struck by the 
more thinly-coated round rubber 
bullet died, and 157 out of 3,607 
hit by regular or plastic bullets 
were killed. Plastic bullets are 
considered by UNRWA to be 
just as lethal as regular ballets 
and therefore are not classified 
separately. 

At the present casualties in¬ 
flicted by me Israeli army rates it 
would take more than 20,000 hits 
by a cylindrical rubber bullet or 
even 360 hits by a plastic or 
regular bullet to kill the same 
number of people as were ItiDed 
by Abdel Ham Ghaneim who 
forced tire Tel Aviv-J erusalem 
bus into a ravine of July 6. His 
motive was revenge for a friend, 
Radwan Abu Shmeis, who had 
been paralysed by a bullet, and 
was treated at Makassed 15 
months earlier. 

Each death and maiming 
on either side is point¬ 
less tragedy, says Dajani. He 
considers the intifada a symptom 
of a disease. "But we have to look 
at the cause of the disease to find 
the right treatment.” Misdiagno¬ 
sis, be says, offering his profes¬ 
sional opinion, can be fatal. The 
political situation, be suggested, 
is like an appendix after it has 
perforated. “It is a very simple 
operation to remove the appen¬ 
dix, but to do so without infecting 
the whole body, that is difficult” 
— The Jerusalem Post 


hatching cobras, Tolba hands on art to his sons 


By Myra MacDonald 

Reuter 

iYOUM, Egypt — Abdul 
dim pops the cobra back into a 
low case, ties a knot and hangs 
from a book on foe wall. 
Earlier his father Tolba Abdul 
dim has teased the cobra —. 
tose bite is so deadly it can kfll; 
nan with i n half-an-hour — out 
a rock fissure in the snake- 
ested oasis of Fayoum. 

Using a single stick, Tolba, 
io claims to be Egypt’s only 
ike-hunter, tossed the cobra 
to a barren patch of desert 
ay from the undergrowth and 
ssiUe escape. 

4s the black-android snake 
ired its head, dilating its neck 
o a hood, Ire played with it,' 
siting it one way and then the 
kt, like a hockey player drib- 
ng a ball with a stick. 

Peasants and children, who bad 
nplaised of a cobra which kit 
I a 21-year-old man in the same 
tee only three days, before, 
hered to watch, 
sensing danger, the cobra 
mped, d eri ded to play dead. 
‘With all these people around, 
ays to itself if I bite rare of 
in, another one will kill me,” 
dnl Halim explained. 

Tolba warned to his au dience. 
niching down with a rigaretfe 
one famrf and bis stick in the 
cr, he teased the snake back 
life. 

Eventually he picked it up w ith 
bare hands and put it into the 
ow care. 

Egypt’s deadliest snake then 
lidendure a humiliating jour- 
f in a pfltow case in a car boot, 

* some 70 kilometres to 
ha’s village of Abu Ru wash , 
tr foe pyramids outside Cairo, 
[he cobra will eventually be 
i. one Of op 'to 200 snakes 
ba catches every year, mostly 
universities and drug com- 
tics for use in research or 
cficines, or for zoos. " . 
it also collects scorpions and 
«. On the side he breeds frogs 
sate to France to be eaten. 


Bade home, while his wife Zein 
hands out cups of sugary tea 
across a couple of jars of pickled 
snakes and scorpions, Tolba ex¬ 
plains a tradition of snake-hunt¬ 
ing in his family which goes back 
for more generations than anyone 

can remember. 

The bouse fa full of snakes. His. 
grandchildren {day happily with 
some smaller non-poisonous 
snakes. The deadlier vipers are- 
kept on foe top floor. 

Zem says she doesn’t mind, she 
Ekes snakes. In 40 years of mar¬ 
ried IDb she was only frightened 
once, early on in their marriage 
when Tolba set a lizard on her 
and it chased her. 

“It is my husband’s profession. 
He is not a fanner, he is not a 
labourer. It is what he does,” she 
says. 

Tolba learned the trade from 
his father and has taught his five 
sons and other members of the 
famil y to hunt His father was 
killed by a cobra. 

“I am always nervous when I 
bold a cobra. I am not nervous 
once it is m the sack,” he says, 
explaining that the snake which 
bit his father had wound its 
powerful musdes round his arm 
until he was forced to let go his 
giro on its bead. 

His son pulls the cobra out of 
the case to d e mo n st r ate the feel 
of the musdes under the cold, dry 
leathery skin. 

A few days before m Atm 
Rawash, a young man. from out¬ 
side the Tolba family had fonnd a 
cobra, picked .it up hoping to sefl 
it, been bitten and-died. 

There are other dangers. Four 
members of the family were 
blown up and killed by one of the 
many land mines still hidden in 
the Egyptian desert. 

Tolba goes in search of .cobras 
about once every two weeks, 
often to Fayoum, a lash oasis of 
palm trees and maize .fields. 

With its many streams and can¬ 
al* and with small animals to 
feed an and cracked rocks toiridc 
in, it is ideal for snakes. 

“The hardest partisfinding the. 


cobra. Catching it is easy,” Tolba 
says.. 

The hunt lasts for more than an 
hour, trekking across tire oasis 
under the bkuang sun looking for 
snake tracks. 

The Tolbas can gness the type 
of $nafce from tire width and 
depth of a track. . 

Tolba and his son separate, 
poking in rock fissures. Abdul 
Halim spots a track but it leads 


nowhere. 

A peasant asks Tolba to come 
and investigate a stream where “a 
monster” is supposedly hiding 
but again there is nothing. 

Finally another farmer points 
to the palm tree where the 21- 
year-old was killed. 

At the spot, Tolba speculates 
tire cobra might have gone hunt¬ 
ing frogs ami finds some wet 
trades leading out of a stream. A 


few ntiimtes later he has tire 
snake helpless under his stick. 

By the end, you can even start 
feeling sorry for the cobra. 

Abdul Halim says foe cobra is a 
defensive animal which bites only 
when it feds threatened — so 
much so, he says, that if it sees a 
man, it will look the other way 
and pretend not to notice so that 
tire man is not tempted to attack 
it 


An affluent society which 
rose from rubble of war 


By Lothar Jnlitz 

PEOPLE IN that part of Ger¬ 
many in tire political west have a 
standard of hving higher than any 
German society has ever had. 
Production is higher than ever 
before. 

This is 44 years after tire war, 
from the nuns of winch Germany 
emerged Eke a phoenix from foe 
ashes. Today it is, with Japan and 
foe United States, one of the 
three leading industrial nation. 

In 1948 the Swiss economist 
Wilhelm Ropke wrote: “Ger¬ 
many has been destroyed and 
turned into chaos the extent of 
which cannot be imagined by 
anybody who has not physically 
seen iL” 

A good three decades later, tire 
Bonn Economics Minister of the 
time. Count Otto Lambsdorff, 
said: “A country which was shat¬ 
tered and starving has moved into 
the leading group of industrial na¬ 
tions, with a social-welfare net¬ 
work which is unparalleled in the 
world. 

“All this was attained thanks... 
above all, to an economic system 
whit* encouraged efficiency and 
rewarded achievement.” 

This was a reference to the 
social market economy, which 
together with the foundation of 
Germany created the decisive 
prerequisite for progress and 
prospe ri ty 40 years ago. 

Particularly since tire 1960s, 
there has been an undreamt-of 
development of prosperity for 
society as a whole. 

More and more households 
have been able to afford high- 
quality consumer durables, such 
as deep-freeze refrigerators, 
washing machines, dishwashers, 
telephones, television sets and 
stereo units. 

Owning a car, very often two, 
going on holiday abroad, en¬ 
joying more leisure time and re¬ 
laxation than ever before are 
(almost) taken for granted. 

The statistics of the Federal 
Statistical Office in Wiesbaden 
show that the provision of the - 
population with goods and ser¬ 
vices has increased more than 
fivefold in real terms between 
1950 and 1988. 

Due to the parallel increase in 


the population figure the increase 
in the standard of living has not 
been quite so high. 

Nevertheless, per capita pri¬ 
vate consumption in real terms 
has more than quadrupled during 
the same period. 

A comparison between the 10 
major industrialised countries re¬ 
veals that, allowing for respective 
inflation, rates, foe highest in¬ 
crease in wages and salaries has 
been in Germany. 

German workers can claim this 
leading position even though 
nominal incomes have increased 
at a much lower rate than in most 
other countries. 

This means that the cost of 
hving in Germany has risen much 
more slowly than elsewhere. 

• Taking the real private con¬ 
sumption of goods and services as 
a point of reference, tire standard 
of living has increased by an 
average of roughly four per cent 
per annum since the beginning of 
foe 1950s. 

Whereas the average gross 
monthly income per employee 
increased from DM243 to 
DM3.288 (1988) foe net income 
increased during foe same period, 
after tax and social security con¬ 
tributions, from DM213 to 
DM2,195. 

Even allowing for inflation 
gross incomes, therefore, have 
more than quadrupled in real 
terms. 

Rising income levelfc and grow¬ 
ing prosperity led to a growing 
significance in private consump¬ 
tion of those goods and services 
which serve to satisfy what could 
be termed sophisticated needs. 

In comparison to the total con¬ 
sumption figure, on the other 
hand, the significance of basic 
needs has generally declined. 

A four-person middle-income 
household at the beginning of the 
50s, for example, still had to 
spend over half of its total ex¬ 
penditure on food, beverages and 
tabacco. 

Today, the expenditure share 
of this category of goods has 
fallen to just over a fifth of the 
household budget. 

This development has been 
accompanied by the correspond¬ 
ing increase in expenditure on 
cars, boEdays and leisure time. 


on more sophisticated household 
appliances, and on services, in 
particular those offered by banks 
and insurance companies. 

Goods and services in foe 
transport and communication 
fcategory accounted for less than 
four per cent of the household 
budget back at foe beginning of 
foe 50s; in foe second half of foe 
80s each household allocated 
almost a sixth of its budget to 
expenditure in this category. 

Furthermore, foe share of ex¬ 
penditures on rent, goods and 
services, education and entertain¬ 
ment, electricity, gas and fuels 
has also increased. 

The Institut dcr deutschen 
Wirtschafr in Cologne calculated 
that foe hourly income of an 
industrial worker in foe Federal 
Republic of Germany increased 
from DM2.32 in 1958 to 
DM18.43 last year; this repre¬ 
sents an almost eightfold increase. 

As foe level of consumer prices 
almost tripled during the same 
period the purchasng power of 
this hourly income has increased 
threefold over the past thirty years. 

Much more working time was 
needed to buy food back in 1958; 
a fifth less working time is needed 
today, for example, to buy butter 
and eggs. 

In the field of durable consum¬ 
er goods a refrigerator — nowa¬ 
days much more technologically 
sophisticated — is only slightly 
more expensive today than in 
1958; instead of 212 working 
hours this household appliance 
only costs just over 30 working 
hours today. 

Thirty years ago an industrial 
worker had to work over 54 hours 
to buy a lounge suite; today only 
half of this working time is 
needed to buy foe same product. 

In terms of working hours ser¬ 
vices have also become much less 
expensive. 

Hairdressing services, such as 
washing and setting hair, only 
“cost” just under one hour today 
instead of one-and-a-half hours 
thirty years ago. 

The introduction of foe market 
economy system forty years ago 
gave the economy an unforeseen 
impetus and gave consumers and 
workers the greatest prosperity 
ever experienced in Germany. 
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For the sake of international understanding, talk slowly 


By Stephen S. RosenfWd 

WASHINGTON — I have a ten* 
fie idea to improve international 
understanding. It is tested, easy 
to apply, cost-free, available to 
everybody and guaranteed to be 
effective. The idea is that every- 
! one should speak slow-fy and 
dearly so that people who don’t 
i -know your language can under¬ 
stand you and yon can under¬ 
stand them. 

" No footing. I wonder why no 
one ever thought of this before. 

You will guess that I have just 
returned from a trip abroad 
where I had trouble tal king to' tire 
locals. It’s true. We were in the 
Soviet Union, and my Russian 
wasn’t good enough. 

It is important to say what it 
wasn’t good enough for. It was 
good enough' for getting around 


Cinema 


and for informal conversation, 
but not good enough for heavy 
traffic, when keeping with foe 
whole flow was important. 

On the relatively few occasions 
when people did make the effort 
to speak slowly and clearly, 
however, I caught almost every¬ 
thing. For when they made tins 
effort they not only spoke in a 
different way, they also made a 
mental adjustment and altered 
their vocabulary, their sentence* 
structure and their whole form of 
argumentation in order to meet 
me on my level. 

Many of us have had this ex¬ 
perience: If the other person 
makes the effort, we enter a 
whole new linguistic and ex¬ 
periential realm. This is what 
allows us to get the maximum 
return out of our investment in a 
foreign language. 


Tel: 677420' 


* Since this is an article about 
international understanding, I am 
not even going to mention bow 
impossible tire French are about 
giving us mumblers foe slightest 
linguistic break. 

Often it is said of or by people 
who don’t speak a language 
fluently that they get the drift but 
not the details. But this is not 
really so. When you start losing 
foe details you tend to give up, 
and you get nothing. Your 
choices then become picking it up 
from someone else or losing out 
entirely. 

To get people to speak more 
slowly is no easy task. I have 
made that request from time to 
time. What usually happens is 
that people slow down for about 
one sentence’s worth and then 
resume the old pace. Or else they 
raise the volume and speak in a 


precise and exaggerated way and 
then quickly tire and relapse. 

I have come to the view that 
those of us who want others to 
slow down had better practice up 
cm the special techniques it takes. 
It does not come naturally to 
everyone, and you must practice 
one sentence, one minute, one 
conversation at a time. 

First, look at the person you 
are talking to. It focuses your 
attention and helps him to lip- 
read, which we all do a little bit. 
The glazing over of his eyes is, 
alas, a useful signal of how you 
are doing. 

Talk without a distorted pro¬ 
nunciation, which is a burden of 
one sort on your listener, whose 
ear is expecting tire standard pro- 
□nnciation, and a burden of 
another sort on you. And don’t 
leave clauses dangling all over the 
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place — as in the sentence just 
preceding this one. Straighten 
your sentences out. One needn’t 
go to baby talk, but there is such 
a thing as talkin g straight. 

Understand that you communi¬ 
cate moch by tone, look and 
gesture — all this is fine — but 
you also communicate by allusion 
and omission — and that is not 
fine. Allusions to any kind of 
special knowledge are almost al¬ 
ways fatal. No slang. No puns, no 
jokes. 

The average person fails to 
finish a very high proportion of 
his sentences — this is wicked.. 
The average person often switch¬ 
es topics halfway through a sent¬ 
ence — this is unmentionable. 

Often in talking to a foreigner 
you start to feel that the facts are 
insufficient and you must supple¬ 
ment them with special expiana- 
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tions of your culture or your 
system. I have found myself, for 
instance, embarked on the stul¬ 
tifying mission of explaining the 
role of the Constitution in Amer¬ 
ican life. When you feel such an 
explanatory itch coming on, resist 
it with your every fiber. 

Instead think of the immense 
gratitude you have felt when 
some foreign person responded 
to your spoken plea or to your 
hand frantically patting the air or - 
to the mote of desperate pleading 
in your eye, and he slowed down. 

There is pleasure and empower¬ 
ment alike when you are includ¬ 
ed in a conversation or raised to 
a level of understanding that was 
otherwise beyond your reach. 

Ofcourseifyoudon’treally- 
giveadamn... The Washington 
Post. 


Tel: 677420 


Fttfonnucs: 1 - 30 , 6:30, &30. 10-30 p.m. 









6 


Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, SAm^tOijSmtkm9 


GCC ready to help Jordan’s moves — Sharif Zaid 

Jordan takes major strides 
in efforts to stabilise dinar 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

w 

AMMAN — In the one week since Jordan received 
an aid of $200 million from Saudi Arabia last 
Friday, strong signs have emerged that the govern¬ 
ment is pursuing a dedicated drive to fulfil its 
avowed goal of stabilising the Jordanian dinar and 
ihe effort is bearing fruit. 


The most visible sign of success 
in the government effort came 
Thursday when the dollar, which 
hit an all-time high of JD 0.9 in 
late July and early August, fetch¬ 
ed about 780 fils in the free 
market and at 830 fib in the 
Mack market. 

The American currency was 
sold by commercial banks at 818 
fils, but their buying price re¬ 
mained in the bracket of 775 to 
790 fils, compared with S50 fib in 
the first week of August. 

Optimism that the Jordanian 
dinar had taken its first step 
towards gradual recovery was 
further heightened by a statement 
by the prime minister. Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, that the Gulf 


gran to use 
$3.lb of 
foreign 
©red its 
this year 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran will use 
S3.1 billion in foreign credits this 
year, the head of parliament's 
budget committee said in recent 
remarks. 

The daily Kayhan quoted Mor- 
teza Alviri as saying the budget 
for the Iranian year which began 
on March 21 allowed the use of 
foreign credits for some projects. 

Intense debate over the merits 
of foreign borrowing broke out in 
Iran after last year's ceasefire in 
the war with Iraq. 

Spiritual leader Ali Khamenei 
and the new president, Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. both sup¬ 
ported some use of foreign cre¬ 
dits, prevailing over hardliners 
like Interior Minister Ali Akbar 
Mohtashemi who condemn fore¬ 
ign borrowing as enslaving. 

Alviri said the Energy Ministry 
was allowed ro borrow $1 billion 
to equip power stations and $1.6 
billion was to be raised through 
usance, or delayed payment of 
commercial credits. Alviri said. 

Another $500 million was en¬ 
visaged under an artide providing 
for counter-trade agreements to 
help boost flagging industries. 

Alviri said the end of fighting 
with Iraq allowed Iran to devise 
plans for economic development 
and released funds — $2 billion a 
year, according to Rofsanjani — 
io be spent on reconstruction 
projects. 

Parliament is putting the 
finishing touches to a five-year 
plan which Alviri said projected 
total foreign currency revenue of 
SS0 billion for the period. 

Government investment over 
the next five years would total 
28.000 billion rials <$380 billion; 
at the official exchange rate), 
Alviri added. 

Iran will spend $4.8 billion, 
nearly half its total foreign ex¬ 
change earnings this year, on 
importing food and consumer 
goods. Central Bank Governor 
Nlajid Qassemi was quoLed as 
saying. 

This would be in line with the 
stated policy of Rafsanjani trying 
to make life easier for people 
after eight years of Gulf war 
austerity. 

"Our foreign exchange situa¬ 
tion has markedly improved com¬ 
pared with the past two years and 
we have suitable reserves,” 
Tehran Radio quoted Qassemi as 
saying. 

Qassemi did not elaborate, but 
Rafsanjani said Friday Iran’s 
annual military spending had 
dropped by $2 billion since fight¬ 
ing ended a year ago in the war 
against Iraq. 


Arab states had promised to help 
Jordan overcome its 'economic 
problems. 

The prime minister, who paid a 
visit to Kuwait and Qatarearlier in 
the week with messages to their 
leaders from His Majesty King 
Hussein, was quoted as saying by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
that the six member states of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
“will take measures at consolidat¬ 
ing Jordan's economy and bol¬ 
stering its ability to overcome its 
difficult conditions.” 

Sharif Zaid, who was accompa¬ 
nied on the visit by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan AJ Qasem, said his talks 


with the. Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, and 
the Emir of Qatar. Sheikh 
Hamad Ibn Khalifa A1 Thani. 
and other Kuwaiti and Qatari 
leaders covered Jordan's structural 
adjustment programme agreed 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in April this year. 

Petra quoted the prime minis¬ 
ter as saying that his interlocutors 
"showed total understanding of 
the programme and keenness to 
support us in our hardship.” 

Sharif Zaid did not say whether 
the two countries promised to 
extend financial assistance to Jor¬ 
dan. Kuwait has paid $80 million 
to Jordan — half of it in cash and 
the rest in crude oil — since April 
and diplomatic sources-here have 
indicated zhar it was willing to 
continue to help Jordan despite 
shortfalls in its own budget. Eco¬ 
nomists believe that Kuwait is 
more likely to favour aid to Jor¬ 
dan mostly in the form of crude 
oil. 

The prime minister briefed the 
King Thursday on the outcome of 
his visits, Petra said. 


The French News Agency 
(AFP) quoted "Arab sources” as 
saying that Saudi Arabia bad 
promised to extend an interest- 
free deposit of $1 billion to Jor¬ 
dan. In Abu Dhabi Wednesday, 
CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi said Jordan had 
asked Gulf Arab states to make 
deposits at the CBJ to boost hard 
currency reserves. 

Reuters quoted Nabulsi as 
saying in an Amman' interview 
Thursday that Jordan's foreign 
exchange reserves stood at $400 
million compared to 520 million a 

few months ago. 

AFP also quoted its sources as 
saying that central bank gov¬ 
ernors of the GCC countries — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Oman, Bahrain and the UAE — 
were to meet shortly to discuss 
extending interest-free deposits 
to Jordan. 

Reuters quoted Nabulsi as also 
saying that the dual-exchange 
rate system introduced Aug. 1 
was only temporary, pending the 
stabilisation of the dinar. 


Cut in budget deficit seen 
as key to U.S. trade balance 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un¬ 
ited States has the largest trade 
deficit in the world and congres¬ 
sional budget analysts bave said 
the best way to turn it around is 
to bring the government's own 
budget into balance. 

‘The fundamental reason the 
U.S. current account has sunk so 
deeply into red ink is that the 
United States is now spending 
more than it produces — requir¬ 
ing it to borrow abroad to finance 
the difference,” the Congression¬ 
al Budget Office (CBO) said in a 
report to Congress. 

The trade deficit has been in 
the red since a small surplus of $2 
billion was posted in 1980. The 
1988 current account deficit, the 


measure of imports and exports 
of goods and services, was $127 
billion. 

At the same time, the U.S. 
budget deficit has risen from $40 
billion in fiscal 1979 to an esti¬ 
mated $146 billion in the current 
1989 financial year. It reached a 
peak of $221 billion in fiscal 1986. 

Many economists and lawmak¬ 
ers are concerned that a large 
trade deficit increases the chances 
of recession, intensifies pressure 
for protectionist trade legislation 
and attracts investment capital 
that is needed in other parts of 
the world. 

. They also worry about the pos¬ 
sibility of a financial crisis if 
foreign investment suddenly de¬ 


clines. 

In addition, the low U.S. sav¬ 
ing rate is a symptom of the 
American demand for more fore¬ 
ign goods and services. 

Americans saved 5.4 per cent 
of their disposable personal in¬ 
come during the second quarter 
of the year, up from a record low 
of 3.2 per cent in 1987 but still 
among the lowest of the indus¬ 
trialised nations. 

If no federal spending or taxa¬ 
tion policies are changed, the 
CBO estimates the budget deficit 
would fall gradually from $155 
billion to $122 billion in 1994. At 
the same time, the current 
account deficit would fall to $75 
billion. 


Turkey cuts import taxes by 80% 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey has 
slashed import taxes on goods 
ranging from toothpaste to trac¬ 
tors by up to 80 per cent in a new 
bid to cm inflation. 

Government officials said the 
tax cuts on 331 items would be 
effective immediately. 

Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 
promised the measure last week 
m hopes Chat cheaper imports 
would fuel competition and thus 
pull down inflation that surged to 
a five-month high of 72.4 per cent 
in the 12 months to end-July. 

“This is a good lesson for cruel 
companies who do nothing but 
hike prices all the time,” said an 
Ankara housewife. Real income 
has been slashed by more than 
half this decade. 

But businessmen expressed 
concern, saying a surge in imports 
could push domestic industry 
further towards recession. 

“Such measures should be 
taken cautiously and gradually to 
give our industry time to pre¬ 
pare,” said Nurullah Gezgin, 
head of the Istanbul Chamber of 
Industry. “Otherwise further 
drops in production and lay-offs 
are inevitable.” 

Gungor Yener. chairman of 
the Ankara Chamber of Com¬ 


merce, commented: "This is a 
first warning by the government 
... but it will not have drastic 
effects on prices. Inflation is 
already running at a three-digit 
level.” 

Some said Turkey, trying to 
prepare for foil European Com¬ 
munity membership, had to re¬ 
move protectionist barriers. 

“Our industry has to learn to 
force itself to compete with world 
prices and quality levels ... we 
will have to try hard... we have to 
lift this over-protection,'' said 
industrialist Mumim ErkunL 

No figure has been made public 
for real first quarter gross nation¬ 
al product (GNP) growth so far, 
but officials estimated the end- 
year figure could be as low as 2.5 
per cent, the same as population 
growth. 

Ozal has announced measures 
designed to liberalise the coun¬ 
try's rigid foreign exchange sys¬ 
tem and make imports cheaper. 

Ozal said these measures 
would help Turkey prepare for 
entrance into the European Com¬ 
munity. Turkey’s application fo 
full membership, submitted two 
years ago, is under study. 

He told a meeting of business¬ 
men that with the new measures 


‘Turkey is only one step away 
from fiill convertibility of the 
Turkish lira." 

Hie measures, which will go 
into force after publication in foe 
official gazette later this week, 
will allow Turkish citizens to 
bring in foreign credit without 
prior governmental permission. 

Turks will be able to purchase 
foreign securities and foreigners 
will be able to buy Turkish secur¬ 
ities quoted at foe Istanbul Stock 
Exchange- 

Turks will be able to obtain 
from the batiks foreign currency 
up to a ceiling of $3,000. In the 
past hard currency could be 
purchased only for travel abroad 
and import payments. 

Foreigners who buy property in 
Turkey by converting foreign ex¬ 
change into Turkish lira will be 
able to transfer abroad the pro¬ 
ceeds from the sale of such prop¬ 
erty. 

Restrictions will be lifted on 
import and export of gold and 
precious stones. 

In the capital of Ankara, cen¬ 
tral bank officials said Turkey 
had sufficient reserves of almost 
$5 biflioD to meet foe demand for 
hard currency that will result 
from these measures. 


Saudi bank cuts losses after bail out 


KUWAIT (R) — Saudi Cairo 
Bank said it had sharply cut losses 
in the first half of 1989 after a 
government bail-out and a major 
shake-up in management. 

In a statement received by 
Reuters Friday, foe Jeddah-based 
bank said it recorded a six-month 
net loss of 2.5 million riyals 
($670,000) down from 55.3 mil¬ 
lion riyals ($150 million) in foe 
same period of 1988. 

“There has been a substantia] 
upgrading of management," a 
bank official told Reuters by tele- 


fi/rnished apartment for rent 

Modern, fully furnished three-bedroom apartment near 
Jordan Supermarket in Abdoun. Spacious kitchen, dining 
room, living room, two bathrooms, wall-to-wall carpet, 
storaqe space, two balconies, separate heating system, 
wall closets and telephone. Close to shopping area. (First 

floor) 

Call: 604922. 


home DOG “PEKINESE” 
FOR SALE 

One and half year old 

PI C ? «, call Irbid 276229 after 2 p.m. 


phone from Jeddah. 

He said several layers of senior 
staff were replaced last year by 
experienced bankers, who im¬ 
mediately set out to trim staff, cut 
expenses and introduce new proc¬ 
edures. 

The Saudi government takeov¬ 
er of foe bank in 1988 after 
several years of huge losses stem¬ 
ming from an embezzlement 
scandal early in the decade and a 
pile of uncollected loans. 

Two of Saudi Cairo's mana¬ 
gers, including the Egyptian 
director general, were found guil¬ 
ty in 1984 of using bank funds in 
illegal precious metal speculation 
in which more than 400 million 
riyals (S10Q million) were lost. 

Bankers said that in subse¬ 
quent years running of the bank 
was hampered by a dispute be¬ 
tween Saudi shareholders and the 
foreign joint venture partner, 
Egypt’s Banque du Caire. 

The bank suffered major losses | 
three years in row, topped by a 


loss of 110 nriflion riyals ($30 
million) in 1988. 

But last year the government- 
owned public investment fund 
bought a 50 per cent sharehold¬ 
ing, doubling foe bank's capital to 
600 million riyals ($60 million )r 


| MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Swetffeh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


FOR RENT 

Super furnished flat for rent, two bedrooms, living room, 
dining and bathroom, heating^ and modem furniture. 
Telephone included. Best area in Amman, 4th Circle. 

Call now 644088 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


‘OPEC experts to meet in Vienna Monday’ 

ABU DHABI (R) — OPEC experts will meet in Vimna Monday 
to discuss the oil market situation, a United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) newspaper reported Friday. The semi-official A1 Ittihad, 
in a report from the Austrian capital, said the talks would focus on 
the recent slide in oil prices. "They will prepare a detailed report 
to be presented to the price and long-term strategy committee at 
its meeting in Geneva in September,” the paper said. It gave no 
source for its report. The committee can call an emergency 
meeting of the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) if it deemed prices have deviated too far from their target 
of SIS. Oil prices have dropped in foe past week and there have 
been warnings they could tumble if OPEC continued to pump 
above its self-imposed ceiling of 19.5 million barrels per day 
(BPD). A Reuter survey estimated OPECs July production at 
2li million BPD. Oil sources said nearly 75 per cent of the 
increase came from Kuwait and foe UAE. 

China says tourism dropped 1% 

PEKING (R) — China has said its tourism earnings fell only one 
per cent during foe first half of foe year, but Western diplomats 
believe there will be heavy losses in the coming months. The 
official New China News Agency quoted foe deputy director of 
tourism. He Guangwei, as saying that the revenue from tourism 
reached 5970 million from January to June. He did not mention 
foe fact tbai many visitors have been scared away from China by 
foe June 4 mili tary crackdown on pro-democracy demonstrations 
in Peking when foe army shot hundreds, perhaps thousands, of 
people. Western diplomats said China’s peak tourist season Is in 
September and October and that the country could lose as much 
as SU billion from expected revenue this year. Chinese officials 
say hotels in Peking had occupancy rates of 50 per cent in June but 
top hotels catering to foreigners have said they were 20 to 30 per 
cent full. China's national airline, foe Civil Aviation Administra¬ 
tion of China, announced a 20 per cent cut in fares on major 
domestic routes last month to stimulate business. 

Shell, BP report gains 

LONDON (AP) — The Royal Dutch-Shell group of companies 
said its second-quarter net profit jumped 60 per cent, thanks to a 
continuing rise in crude oil prices and higher refining and 
petrochemicals margins. British Petroleum Co. Pic reported a 34 
per cent gain for the same period, citing the same factors. Royal 
Dutch-Shell, which is based in the Hague, the Netherlands, and in 
London, said its net profit for the three months came to £1.01 
billion (SI.65 billion) compared with £633 million ($1.03 bilhon) 
in the same period a year ago. Both companies 1 financial 
statements are based on British accounting methods and cannot 
be directly compared to those of most American com pani es. 
Inventories are valued cm the basis of first in first out (FIFO), 
instead of the typical American system of last in first out (UFO). 
The companies call earnings calculated by the FIFO method 
historical cost earnings. Those calculated by foe LIFO method are 
called “current cost" results. On a current cost basis. Royal 
Dutch-Shell's net income rose 38 per cent to £912 million (Si .5 
billion) from £660 million ($1.08 billion). 

Hilton puts hotel chain on auction block 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Hilton Hotels Carp, the celebrated U.S. 
hotel drain, put itself up for sale, saying it was willing to sell either 
a portion or the entire company. Rumours have been rife In 
recent months that the Beverly Hills, California-based company 
was the target of a takeover, especially since it announced in June 
that it bad hired an adviser to help find a way to boost shareholder 
value. But the price of the stock, which has been rising steadily in 
recent months, fell $3,875 to S108 on the news Apparently 
’ investors were disappointed that there was no offer for Hilton 
already on the table. Hilton, whose hotels indnde the Waldorf 
Astoria in New York, said it mil contact prospective buyers to 
determine their interest in acquiring all or part of the company. 
Two months ago British leisure group Trusthouse Forte Pic 
denied a published report that it had made a bid for Hilton, but 
'said that if Hilton was for sale it would be interested in ex amining 
its books. Hilton, one of the oldest U.S. chains, was established 
by Conrad Hilton in 1919. It operates 271 hotels and inns in the 
United States and three casino hotels in Nevada. 

Soft-drink giant sues candy company 

CHICAGO (AP) — Coca-Cola Co. officials don’t want people 
buying little bottles of “mad scientist magic powder” because it 
might just make them think there’s “Coke (cocain)” in their coke. 
The “magic powder" is a powdered bubble gum produced in Italy 
and distributed in this country by Alma-Leo U.S.A. Inc., of 
Northbrook, a Chicago suburb. The company sells it in tiny 
plastic bottles that Coca-Cola officials say are shaped like old soda 
bottles. The soft drink giant sued Alma-Leo, and briefs in the case 
were heard by U.S. District Court Judge James Moran. Coca- 
Cola maintains that the bubble gum's packaging may create a 
connection between their product and cocaine. “Think about it — 
‘magic powder’ being sold in a ‘coke’ bottle. What’s the 
implication?" asked Randy Donaldson, public relations manager 
for Coca-Cola. While an extract of foe coca leaf is used as a 
flavouring in Coca-Cola, Donaldson said cocaine itself is not, and 
never has been, an ingredient in the soft drink. Floyd A. Mandell, 
attorney for Alma-Leo, said he thinks Coca-Cola is overreacting. 
“It doesn't even look like cocaine, it looks like powdered candy ,” 
Mandell said. “There’s yellowish-white powder in the little yellow 
bottles and pink powder in the little pink bottles. Yon chew it and 
it turns into bubble gum and changes colour.’* 

Bush signs law to rescue ailing industry 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bush has signed 
far-reaching legislation to rescue the ailing U.S. savings and loan 
industry, calling foe measure a crucial, first step “toward restoring 
public confidence.” “I’m proud to sign this monster,” Bush said 
at a Rose Garden ceremony attended by architects of the bill, 
which authorises $50 billion in new government borrowing over 
foe next 26 months. The bill also imposes tough new standards on 
savings and loan institutions and triggers the most sweeping 
overhanl of the regulatory bureaucracyin 50 years. Savings and 
Loans are savings banks that were set up to help people huy their 
own homes at low interest rates. Originally they were carefully 
regulated, limited to lending money only for home purchases and 
restricted in foe amount of interest they could charge for the 
mortgages and pay out to savings depositors. As inflation and 
interest rates rose in the 1970s, the savings and loans, were 
buffeted when depositors pulled out their saving; and put therein; 
better-paying investments. Congress moved to deregulate the 
industry, allowing foe savings banks to pay high interest rates to 
savers and make riskier loans. The current problems stemmed. 
from that reregulation. 

U.K. business in South Africa grows 

LONDON (AP) — British investment in South Africa is still 
thriving, accordmg to a study amidst renewed international 
pressure on athletes and businesses to boycott the coimtiy to 
protest apartheid, More than 200 British companies have sub¬ 
sidiaries m South Africa, despite substantial disinvestment in the 
past three yeaisto protest the government's rigid policies of racial 
separation known as apartheid, says the report by the- Labour 
Research Department. The 20 largest of these companies employ 
a total of 230,000 people in Smith Africa, according to foe 
department, a left-wing, trade union research organisation. Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s government opposes mandatory 
economic sanctums, saying they would hurt the majority black 
population and neighbouring black stales more than South 
Africa’s white governing minority. But a group of foreign 
mini ste r s from foe Commonwealth agreed Tuesday to recom¬ 
mend foe 48-nation organisation of Britain and its fann er colonies 
adopt a new package of financial sanctions against Sooth Africa. 


TOKYO (AP) —• Desoto thfr. 
country’s succession orptiUtifaH' 
scandals, Japan Incas'business' 
engines arc running at peak efjfi* 
dency. . 

This week, the beleaguered 
governing party installed its third 
prime min ister in force, months 
after its worst election defeat iff 
decades'. ■". 

Bui Japanese corporate profits^ 
are reaching new heights as 
businessmen pour new invest¬ 
ments into factories at home and 
abroad. Business leaders wel¬ 
comed new Prime Minister Toshi- 
ki Kaifu in nearly foe same man¬ 
ner in which they greeted his. 
predecessor. Sou&uke Uoo, who 
just 69 days earlier had replaced 
Prime Minister Notforu 

Takeshita. 

Uno and Takeshita both Step¬ 
ped down after being caught up m 
political scandals. 

“The impact of recent political . 
problems on the economy has ' 
been quite small,” says Hiroshi 
Uchida. senior analyst at First 
Boston (Japan) Ltd. 

“In this country, economic fun- . 
damentals are much more impor¬ 
tant than who becomes prime 
minister,” be said: 

The Japan Times newspaper^ 
in an editorial published Friday; 
dismissed the recent iqtenuri tur¬ 
moil of foe ruling Liberal Demo¬ 
cratic Party (LDP) as “a sort of 
tempest in a teacup or a political 
burlesque.” 

For more than three decades, ; 
the conservative LDP has been 
the faithful partner of the 
bureaucracy and of big business 
in creating Japan's renowned eco-. 
nomic growth, and social and 
political stability. 

* An influence-peddling scandal 
involving the Recruit Co.. a pnb- . 
lishing conglomerate, grew out of 
these dose ties, seriously dam¬ 
aged the ruling party and virtually 
paralysed parliament for more 
than a year. 

But the private sector’s opera¬ 
tions haven’t been hurt by the 
political whirlwind and businesses 
are now charging ahead with new 
investment. Economic coordina- 
non betwen business and the gov- 


timfestviwaaGnqr'. also, con* 
. on touched 

.by rite'seandal. 

: Thar* no swprisc to-analysts 
who hiwr-foag- pointed that fa 
Japan, xarecr tnwwmcrarts. not 
poUtidose. draft most laws ami 
devetopand teptapent policies. 

Huge, wealthy companies Uke 
ToyooLfong ago stopped relying 
on foe goveraxnen^ foe analysts 
' ray/ v-'•' 

. Many Japanese ifasuicssmen 
don’t even seem seriously -to fear 

- a Socialist government , which 
could emerge in elections far the 

Lower . HoaseorParfiament. 
which most be held , by next 
summer. 

“You have - to remember the 
Socialist party of Japan is to the 
rught of. many right-wing, parties 
in other countries... *Rte poticks 
-of . a Socialist government 
wouldn’t be that dramatically 
different from foe LDIV* said 
Chris Russell, head of Equity 
Analysis at Jardrae Fleming 
Japan*: a securities firm. ; 

. - The Socialists don’t advocate 
nxiionahsing industries or redis- 
ttiburing incorac, and would have 
trouble moving foe entrehched 
bureaucracy toward radical 
change even if they warned to. he 
sakET ' 

- There are concerns that a vic¬ 
tory by foe protectioD-minded 
Socialists «xjM worsen trade fric¬ 
tion with, foe United States, and 
uncefaafaty over foe country's 
poiftfeaf affittza has dampened 
stock market activity for months. 

But the stock market surprised 
analysts by jumping up, not 
down, after each major setback 
for. the pro-business Liberal 
Democratic Party. When 
Takeshita resigned to take re- 
spooribiKtyfor the influence-ped¬ 
dling scandal, and when a major 
parliamentary defeat forced his 
successor Uno to step down in 
rapid succession, the market shot 
.up. 

Market analysts say investors 
were relieved of uncertainty and 
reassured that business conld go 
on as usual. • 

Now, for brokers in the stock 
market, Russell says, “politics is 
a non-issue.” 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday* August 16, 1989 
Central Itank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Found Sterling 
DeuBcfaemut 
Swiss franc 
French banc 


Sdt Japan e se yen (for |Q0) 417.1 4213. 

5803 5803 Dgfo guMer 271® 

<H2J 5517 Swedish crown 89.9 90.8 

vkc 3094 Italian Bn (for 100) 42.fi 43.0 

355 J 3509 Belgian franc (foe 10) 146.2 . 147.7 

90.fi 9L5 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading worid cnrrendes and gold against foe dollar at midday on 

the London- foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1353/63 

U.S. dollars 

One U;S. dollar 1.1720/30 

Canadian dollar . 

1.9290/97 - 

Dentschemarks 

-2.1705/15 

Dutch guilders 

1.6620/30 

Swiss francs 

. 40.25/30 

Belgian francs 

- 6.5175/5225 

French francs 

1387/1388 

Italian lire 

141.00/10 

Japanese yen 

6.5280/5330 

Swedish crowns 

6.0240/90 •- 

Norwegian crowns 

7.4650/4700 * 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 363.85/364.25 

U;S. dollars 



SYDNEY—The Australian share market dosed sharply higher, 
kicked ahead by a late burst of buying. The All Onfinaries Index 
rose 13.6 to 1,694.9. - 

TOKYO — Share prices dosed mixed in thin trade while those 
marke t players not off on summer holidays' again snatched up 
blue-chip electrical stocks. The Nikkei Index fell' 6^4- -to 
34,712.96. 

HONG KONG- — Prices ended, slightly higher after see-sawing 
through foe day. Brokers expected narrow: ranges to continue 
until fresh factors emerged. The Hang Seng Index rose 4.71 to 
2,613.39. 

SINGAPORE — Prices dosed narrowly mixed in active trading 
aftcr sclectiveJniying alternated withfaonts of profit-taxing. The 
Straits Times Industrial Index shed 2.46 to dose at1,377.40 after 
setting a post-crash : .highThursday. :':I . 

BOMBAY.— Tbe exchange was dosed after tax officials raided 
foe officers; of.brokers, disrupting foe fixing bf contango 
(cany-forward) , charges for business done in the two weeks 
ending Thursday. 

FRANKTTJRT — Shares ended mixed to lower in cautious 
trading, with continued heavy demand for chemicals failing m lift 
the market. .The Dax Index fell 1.33 to 1,608.60. 

ZURICH—Shares dosed generally higher in very lively trading. 
Strong buymg interest in chemical shares and their options 
triggered demand in other sectors. The All-Share Swiss Perform* 
anoe Index rose 7.7 to 134.3. 

--Mces ended firmer but thepfaspect of a four-day dose 
for holidays took foe. edge off a market buoyed this wtekbv 
takeover. activity. 7 

UJNDON — Share prices were firmer but off their highc fa « 

uncert ^ n of foe ncar-tera foreman. 
At 1^1 GMT foe FTSE .tndex was up 4.4 at 2,351.7, 

NIHV YORK — Blw.cMps posted nvodcrate gams fa late-morning 
trading bur were below therr^arfier levels. Bonds rose sharply 
newsrof a OTipi«mgy weak July producer price indS/ 
The Dow was up 15 at .2,727. . 




























ports 




had been 

metres m front of the mam bunch- <R)' : " 

^“Sf^WfiCTSBBST PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR: 

,Kmfttom set the best performance erf the year as heled a 
woAmencan fimshia the men’s 100-metre hurdles at the “City, 
-ofGiosseto trade and field meeting Thursday night Kin prlnm, 

Sf T^ifteS 6 ^ 13.10 secondTabead of Renal do Nehemiah 
ana Keith Talley, scored one of the seven American wins in .the 


Nebemiah the veteran hurdles speddist, finished in 13.24 
wcmids whfle taDey; wastimed in 13J59. Reggie Davis fought off a 


while Raimoad Pierre had fewer problems In overcoming Italy’s 
Roberto Riband and fellow-American Walter McCoy in the 400 
metres. Evelyne Ashford edged Diane Wflfiams in 1L24 seconds 
to produce a 1-2 U.S. finish m die women’s 100-metre. 


_GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN . 

AND OMAR SHARIF 

Q1989 Tiflwn* Madia Sorriest, Inc. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l—Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*M7 9KQ6 OKQ854 4103 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

A.—Had your suit been a major, 
you certainly would show it. How¬ 
ever. you really don’t want to look 
for an 11-trick contract, and your 
band is balanced even though you 
have a five-card suit. A jump to two 
no trump describes both the 
strength and shape of your holding 
perfectly. 

QJ —As South, vulnerable, you 
(told: 

4 kJ9 JIO . AQ9S72 4K6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 v Pass 2 4- Pass 

2 Pass 3 : Pass 

» 

What action do you take? 

A.—You are certainly worth anoth¬ 
er. bid, and if you’re a gambler, you 
probably tried three no trump.' 
However, there's something undig¬ 
nified about bidding a game in no 
trump and having the defenders run 
a suit against.you. We prefe r, thfee^ 
spades', allbwing'parfijer*bbtdtm^e 
no trump if he' has a heart stopper. 

Q.3—Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4AK85 C AQ3 i 95 4KQJ8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sonth West North East ~ 

14 Pass 14 Pass. 

? . - , ■ 

What do you bid now? 

A.—A jump to three spades.would 
be invitational, not forcing. Since 
your hand is worth 20 points in sup¬ 
port of spades, you should have rea¬ 
sonable play for game even if 
partner has a rock-bottom mini¬ 
mum. So leap to four spades. 

Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K10S VAJ1042 085 4A63 


The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 V Pass 2 v Pus 
? 

What do you .bid now? 

A.—It depends on your bidding 
style. If you play a rebid of two no 
trump promises cars values, then 
you must rebid two hearts. Howev¬ 
er, in the modern style there is no 
such restriction. With only a five- 
card heart suit and stoppers in the 
unbid suits you should choose two. 
no trump. 

Q-5—Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: - - 

476 AKQ8 *54 4Q543 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West - 

I. Pass 1 1 4 

1 NT Pass ? . . 

What do you' bid now? 

A-—For his free bid of one no 
trump, partner should have near the 
top of his bid, i.c. 14-IS points, and 
a double stopper in the enemy suit. 
Since game niay be laydown and 
cannot be worse than a reasonable 
proposition, we would jump to 
three op irunrp, . , i 

Q.6—Both vulnerable, as South you ‘ 
hold: 

4AK762 : 754 .8762 44 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

i : i : 2 : . ? 

What action do. you take? 

AJ—First, partner must be short in 
diamonds. Secondly, since he could 
have doubled if he was interested in 
spades as well.as hearts, North must 
have a reasonable, suit and fair 
hand. Compete with two hearts, bui 
we also would accept more bullish 
action: 

For information about Charles 
Goto newsletter for bridge play¬ 
ers, write Gorea Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Box 4426, Orlando, Fla. 32802- 
4426. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“If torturing the phone bid in 
boiling oil makes you feel better 
— fine — get it out of 
your system!" 



THAT SCRAMBLB* WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Bob Lae 


U nsc r am ble those tour JuntMoA 
om tatter to each square; fcrfoim 

four ordinary words. 


GOBUH 


iKCsa 


[ Mia 



Now arrange Ore drew krttore to 
■ form dm aurprteo anawor, nsatig- 
gasted by the above cartoon. 


mwiwiiwi fXi i r 

pywwmtonionow) 

.-. f Jumbto* FONT. AQWG 'GAflBtE JMGXE . 

’“■"h , 
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Johnson’s record could fall 


MALMO, SWEDEN (AP) — Carl Lewis’ 100-inetre sprint in 
10.13 seconds could be a new world record if officials conclude 
that Canadian Ben Johnson used drugs when running It in 
10.05 two years ago; and that’s fine with Lewis. 


A sprinter’s shame: Rat Carl Tams thinks Jnhnsnn’a fall could 
help sport 


“If it happens, that's great,” 
Lewis said Thursday at the star- 
studded Mai Galan invitational 
track meet. “If not, well have to 
continue the fight against drug 
use in our sport.” 

Johnson set the meet record 
here two years ago, six weeks 
before winning the 100-metre 
gold medal in 9.83 at the world 
championships in Rome. 

That time still stands as the 
world record. Bnt the Interna¬ 
tional Amateur Athletic Federa¬ 
tion, track and field’s world gov¬ 
erning body, bas proposed a poli¬ 
cy to disqualify athletes retroac¬ 


tively and withdraw their results 
if they confess later to taking 
drugs. 

During a Canadian govern¬ 
ment inquiry in June into drug 
abuse in sports, Johnson admit¬ 
ted taking drugs a month before 
the Rome championships. John¬ 
son passed all drug tests in Rome. 

If the IAAF congress accepts 
the proposal next month, John¬ 
son’s record at Mai Galan would 
be nullified and Lewis, who was 
second in the Seoul Olympics in 
9.92, would get the world record. 

Johnson’s winning time of 9.79 
in Seoul was scratched when be 


was stripped of the gold 'after 
testing positive for performance- 
enhancing drugs. 

Lewis says it would be "very 
positive” if Johnson is stripped of 
his Rome world record as well. 

“It would send a tremendous 
message to possible drug users in 
the future,” Lewis said. “They 
know that even if they're caught 
later on in their careers, their 
world records, Olympic and 
world championship medals can 
be taken away. 

“It could stop some people. So 
it's a tremendous opportunity for 
the IAAF to make a great stand 
against drugs. That's really my 
main focus.” 

Johnson's concession made the 
IAAF to introduce tougher, 
wide-sweeping rules on doping 


control. Global, random out-of- 
competition testing for steroids 
and their masking agents will 
start this winter. 

“We will do spot checks all 
over,” said Dr. Arne Ljuneqvist 
of Sweden, chairman of the 
lAAFs medical committee, who 
attended Thursday's meet. 

Lewis owns six Olympic gold 
medals, one Olympic silver and 
five world championship golds. 

But he was never broken a 
single world record in an indi¬ 
vidual event, only in the 4x100 
relay ar the 1983 world cham¬ 
pionships in Helsinki, Finland, 
and the 1984 Los Angeles Olym¬ 
pics. He ran the anchor legs on 
both U.S. winning teams. 


Chicago Cubs: too soon 
to think of series sweep 


NEW YORK (AP) — Chicago 
Cobs manager Don 7immpx h»c 
been around too long to get 
excited about a series sweep and 
a three-game lead in early Au¬ 
gust. 

“But this is still a four-team 
race and we’re only two or three 
games up in the loss column on 
the other teams. So I refuse to get 
excited,” Zimmer said after the 
Cubs beat Montreal 3-0 Wednes¬ 
day for. their third straight victory 
over the Expos. 

Rick Sutcliffe pitched a one- 
hitter for seven hming s andRyne 
Sandberg hit his third homer in 
three games for Chicago, who 
were tied with the Expos going 
into the game. 

It was the seventh straight loss 
for the Expos, who have scored 
only 17 runs during the streak. 

“Right now we are playing the 
poorest ball we’ve played all sea¬ 


sons,” Montreal manager Buck 
Rodgers said. 

Sandberg's two-run homer in 
the third, his 19th of the season, 
came off Bryn Smith, 9-6. 

Giants 10, Reds 1 

Kevin Mitchell hit a pair of 
two-run homers and drove in his 
100th run earlier than any player 
in 10 years as San Francisco 
routed Cincinnati. 

Don Robinson, 11-7, pitched a 
five-hitter for his third straight 
complete game and fourth of the 
season. No other San Francisco 
pitcher has more than one com¬ 
plete game this season. 

Robinson and Matt Willi ams 
also homered as the Giants snap¬ 
ped a three-game losing streak. 

Mets 6, Phillies 0 

Garry Carter had his first four- 
hit game since Sept. 23, 1987, and 


. FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 12,1989 


SiS HOROSCOPE 

by Thomas Pierson, Astrologer, C&rroB FUghtsr Institute 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: to get the moat but of this day. 
Today create new, intellectual in- Enjoy a cozy evening. 

. terests according to your own SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 211 
capacities ami beliefs. Open up to Your ambitious ideas may cell for 
new thoughts and education. In- .additional research and study. Use 
-crease self-understanding and the- library to gather pre liminar y 
review personal philosophies. information. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Your SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
own inner voice can show you the 21) If you only get part of what you 
way to proceed. Yon have the abtt- hoped for, be content tor now. The 
ity to meet challenges. Stay men- stops upward contain pauses. Use 
tally alert. than wisely — read Scorpio. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Vitality is high today. Get Involved Your high spirits attract the atten- 
in physical activities and work off tion of others. Spontaneous energy 
energy- Keep your fitness program con make you feel chiTdKkw , re- 
alive. freshed, end fun to be with. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Finding fault with others can in- Slow down and adapt to dr- 
terfere with what you really want cumstancee • that ore confusing, 
to da You need your leisure time to Someone is putting on an act end 
think. may not understand the issues. 

• MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Take 
JnL 21) Do not make important a pioneering spirit in spite of the 
decisions until you have all the odds. Compliment others, corn- 
facts. Thera is a te n den c y to skim mmdeata. be humorous, and create 
the surface. Retire early tonight- a dialogue. 

LEO (JnL 22 to. Aug. 21) The If Yoor Child Is Born Today 
future is based on how and what He or she will be popular, 
you do now. Don’t let your ideas be gregarious, and successful. Your 
dormant A simple start can grow, son or daughter's aggressive nature 
Be patianti may be aided by influential people. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) If Opportunities will appear in the 
you are in the mood to work at least expected ways. Your chil d's 
home, a lot can be acc om plished, adaptable nature wffl be constantly 
Evening plans can run smoothly on-fehe go. 
with a family affair. * * * 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You "The Stare impel; they do not 
may prefer a quiet environment compel.” What you make of your 
today. Be as organised as possible Hfe is largely up to you! 

© 1989. McNanght Synd. 


THE Daily Crossword by Neeva Archer 


-H3HH 

am 


25 Thresh 
28 Choice of cate 

81 Fr. wllst 

32 One of mfated 
parentage 

34 Nan plays H 

35 Northern 
European 

37 unite of force 
SB Over again 
40 TV show 
42 Scythe handle 

44 CboMge 

45 Joleon hit 
47 Pute off 

40 Singer Bobby 
60 Volition 
51 Translucent 
minerals 

82 Lfte rebbtte 
56 Viva - 

67 Comment to 
Dr. Weteon 

69 Room aba 
60 Unionist 
. Chavez . 

81 A Turner 

82 Mix a salad 

68 Salad dsn 

64 BHwfnl place' 

-DOWN' 

1 Dreamy 

2 About 

3 “A — and 
hungry Jock" 

4 Potential 


•MBS imuna Mama Swrteea, Inc. 

AS RtgMi H— wad 

Yesterday's Puzzle So lved: 

5 Acted the 


B Author Jong 
7 Connie of 

basebaH 
6 Dock gp. 

9 Raapac tftd 

10 Sandarda 

11 Power to tttk 
up; var. 

12 Row 

18 Vane 'raadthg 
18 Disgrace 
22 Freeze! 

24 OT prophet 

25 Rote gem 
28 Muse of 


nnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnn non 
nnnnran nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnnrannnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nan 


27 Book tod87 

28 Cheap and 
notey 

29 Actor Ryan 

30 Orange and 
' Roaa 

38 Boxer Mike 
38 Cure-efie 


38 Road worker* 62 - majesty 
41 Dame Hess S3 SWAT team 

43 Hayaa action 

46 Mate one Into 54 Ocean 
two bird 

48 Nab. river 55 Cannon 

60 Lady 56 Big tub 

61 PhlL native 56 Shelter 


Bob Ojeda scattered seven hits as 
New York beat .Philadelphia for 
its second straight shutout of the 
Phillies. 

Carter doubled twice and sing¬ 
led twice to raise his average from 
.116 to .152. Darryl Strawberry 
homered for the second consecu¬ 
tive game, a two-run drive that 
capped a five-run fifty. 


...but he vows to fight back 

BONN (R) — Ben Johnson intends to prove he is using steroids. 

the world’s fastest sprinter without using drugs. Johnson, in West Germany at BBd’s invitation. 
In an interview with the mass German circulation mM he had resumed training two weeks ago. 
newspaper BUd, the Canadian said he was not “1 am sure I could still run the 100 metres in 10 
worried about the possibility of his name being seconds, perhaps even faster,” he said. ‘‘My body 
erased from the record books. wants to do it, my heart wants to do iL But the time 


“Even if I am stripped at the world record there isn’t ripe yet. I am still banned 
rill be plenty of chances to win it back,” he said. “I months.” 


for another 14 


will prove who the best sprinter in the world is. 1 
have not reached my potential.” 


His suspension expires on September 25 next year 
and he hopes to nuke his comeback on the day be b 


In the interview with BOd published Friday he reinstated. He also hopes to race against Carl Lewis 
said he believed be amid chip a tenth of a second off over 100 metres but is not sure whether the 
bis discredited Seoul record of 9.79 seconds without American would be interested. 


Basketball goes single market 


NEW YORK (AP) — Although 
still considered an expensive 
novelty, the signing of U.S. play¬ 
ers Danny Ferry and Brian Shaw 
by an Italian team eventually may 
spawn an era of more internation¬ 
al bidding for the world’s top 
basketball talent. 

Even while national basketball 
association teams have begun to 
raid the European continent for 
players, D Messaggero of Rome 
has taken Ferry from the Los 
Angeles clippers and Shaw from 
the Boston Celtics at a total cost 
exceeding $2 million a year. . 

Owned by Femizzi Finanziaria 
spa, the conglomerate suspected 
of a recent attempt to comer the 
U.S. soybean market, D Messag¬ 
gero may be one of few European 
teams capable of bidding for top 
U.S. players. 

“Messaggero has opened the 
way to signing young big-uame 
NBA players,” wrote Sandro- 
Aquari, basketball reporter for 
the Rome daily newspaper U 
Messaggero, which sponsors the 
team. “... This could mark a new 
horizon in international basket¬ 
ball.” 

At the same time, Aquari cal¬ 
led the signings a “big novelty” 
and said: “Messaggero has great 
economic means. I'm not sure the 
other squads will be able to do 
the same thing. Messaggero has 
opened the way, but it remains to 
be seen who will — and who can 
— follow.” 

Bill Strickland is one of the 
Preserve Inc. agents who helped 
represent Ferry, the Clippers’ no. 

1 pick in this summer's draft. 


Strickland called the signings of 
Ferry and Shaw “an indication of 
the growing sophistication of the 
Italian leagues and their ability to 
pay and compete with the NBA.” 

Strickland also represents the 
no. 1 pick in the draft, Pervis 
Ellison, who was chosen by Sac¬ 
ramento. “I have not had any 
Italian team approach me about 
Pervis, he said, but “in view of 
what has happened" he wouldn't 
be surprised if he did. 

The NBA thinks it’s unlikely. 

Russel] Granik, NBA execu¬ 
tive vice president, said it would 


million a year. He leaves for Italy 
Sunday. 

Last month. Ferry signed a 
one-year deal that 11 Messaggero 
said was worth SI million,making 
him the second-highest paid 
athlete in Italy. Soccer star Diego 
Maradona of Argentina makes 
$1.2 million a year playing for 
Napoli. 

. Sources close to the negotia¬ 
tions between Li Messaggero and 
Ferry, however, said the deal was 
worth closer to $2 million and 
included a free house and car. 

Pooh Richardson, a guard from 


be “a long time before European • UCLA, also was courted by II 
teams can produce the kind of Messaggero, but he likely will 


revenues to pay these kinds of 
salaries on a regular basis.” 

"The only way they would be 
able to compete is if they’re 
prepared to make unprudent 
business decisions,” Granik Said. 
“In American sports, we’ve had 
owners willing to do that in the 
past. Fortunately, there’s been 
less of that in the NBA recently, 
but occasionally you do find own¬ 
ership that’s not concerned with 
the bottom line but just in win¬ 
ning games or getting publicity.” 

Granik added, “I think our 
teams, m terms of negotiations, 
pretty well understand and will 
convey that this is an isolated 
situation now with one particular 
team and one particular owner 
and not a market-type of deter¬ 
mination." 

Shaw, who started 54 games at 
guard last year as a rookie for the 
Celtics, signed a two-year con¬ 
tract Wednesday night that re¬ 
portedly will pay him nearly $1 


sign With the expansion Minneso¬ 
ta Timberwolves for much less 
than offered to play in Italy, his 
agent said. 

“I know specifically of other 
teams in Italy that have gone 
after veteran NBA players,” 
Strickland said, “but not at the 
kind of dollars we’re seeiug 
now.” 

At the same time, the Golden 
State Warriors and Atlanta 
Hawks each signed Soviet play¬ 
ers, and the Los Angeles Lakers 
Monday signed Vlade Divac of 


Yugoslavia, their first-round 
draft choice. Other Soviet and 
Yugoslavian players already have 
left their countries to pby in 
Spain and West Germany. 

U.S. players have been playing 
in Europe for at least 20 years. In 
fact. Bill Bradley played briefly 
for a team in Milan in the 1960s 
while in England on a Rhodes 
scholarship. He later went on to 
star with the New York Knicks 
before becoming a U.S. senator 
from New Jersey. 

Most of the NBA players who 
have gone to Europe, have been 
beyond their prime, second cali¬ 
ber types or players who have had 
trouble in the United States. Bob 
McAdoo, Micheal Ray Richard¬ 
son. Darren Daye, Kyle Macy, 
Roosevelt Bouie and Dan Cald¬ 
well are among those expected to 
play in Italy this year. 

Veteran Marc Iavaroni, 
formerly of the Philadelphia 76ers 
who last played in the NBA in 
1988 with Utah, signed Tuesday 
to play with Philips Milan. 

“Whether this is going to be a 
longstanding thing and involve 
other teams is much too early to 
tell,” Granik said. 


SWAZI REFEREE QUITS AFTER STABBING: Swaziland's 
top referee said in Mbabane Tuesday he was quitting soccer after 
being stabbed six times during a riot after a game last Sunday. “I 
am getting out of the sport while I am stm alive,” said Sport 
Dlamini, who is on the Internationa] Football Federation register 
of referees. Dlamini was attacked by enraged fans after he 
awarded a free kick in the closing minutes of a game between 
traditional rivals Mbabane Highlanders and Denver Sundowns. 
Highlanders scored from the free kick to equalise 1-1. “I would do 
exactly the same as 1 did Sunday in the same circumstances, 
because I am dear about the rules," said Dlamini. 
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The commander of the Indian peacekeeping forces in Sri Lanka, 
Amar Singh Kalkath (in uniform centre), with Sri Lankan Deputy 


Foreign Minis ter John Amrethimge in the northern town of Trinco¬ 
make 


Colombo sees extremist 
plot to topple government 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Foreign Minister Ranjan 
Wijeratne said Friday that Sinhalese radicals are' 
trying to overthrow the government with a campaign 
of political killings and have sent death threats to 
parliament members. 


"Ir is very clear there is a 
well-conceived plot to destroy 
those who are committed to the 
democratic form of government.'' 
Wijeratne said during a debate in 
parliament. “Today? the people 
hesitate to uflk about this situa¬ 
tion because of fear. They have 
•been terrorised." 

The minister said 972 govern¬ 
ment officials and supporters of 
the ruling United National Party 
have been killed since the Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Front (JVP). an 
extremist Sinhalese group, began 
its anti-government campaign 
two years ago. 

Wijeratne also accused the 
from of killing 184 opposition 
politicians and 554 soldiers and 
policemen in the same time 
period. Police say an additional 
2,500 people have been slain by 
the Sinhalese extremists. 

On Thursday, members of the 
front stormed a police station in a 
seaside tourist resort, killed two 


Bloch 
declines 
comment 
on charges 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Felix 
Bloch, the U.S. diplomat sus¬ 
pected of spying for Moscow, 
says he was in Paris May 14, the 
day he purportedly met a Soviet 
agent in a restaurant there and 
left a briefcase for him, according 
to an Austrian Broadcast inter¬ 
view Friday. 

Bloch made the comments dur¬ 
ing an on-camera interview 
Thursday with the Washington 
correspondent of Austrian televi¬ 
sion. The imeA iew. conducted in 
German, was broadcast at mid¬ 
day Friday on Austrian radio. 

Bloch acknowledged in the in¬ 
terview that he had gone to a 
Paris restaurant May 14. But he 
declined to say whether he had 
dined there with the suspected 
Soviet agent or wheLher he left a 
briefcase there. 

Bloch also declined to com¬ 
ment when asked by correspon¬ 
dent Robert Wiesner whether the 
allegations that he spied for the 
Soviets were true. 

*T will not. as a matter of 
principle, say anything on this 
question for the mosr varied 
reasons*’ Bloch said, according 
to a broadcast of the interview. “I 
will only say this now: The matter 
is very complicated. As much as I 
would like to say something tike 
that, I will not say anything on 
this topic at this point of time. 
Maybe at a later point of time.” 

The interview was the first time 
Bloch has responded to Journal¬ 
ists’ questions touching on the 
allegations against him. The Au¬ 
strian correspondent summarised 
the interview for the AP in 
Washington and the broadcast 
was monitored later in Vienna. 

The Austrian-born Bloch. 54. 
was suspended from his State 
Department job June 22. but no 
charges have been brought 
against him. He has been under 
dose FBI (Federal Bureau of 
Investigations) surveillance as the 
investigation against him con¬ 
tinues. 

Bloch was posted at the U.S. 
embassy in Vienna from 1980 to 
iStfand for four of those years 
served as the deputy chief of 

“iS first accepted ui invita- 
■ a “5! visit Ihe Washington 
Offices of state-run Austrian tele- 

-STffl ago. but at the time 

cbaW with the comes- 

pondcot amTrefused 10 be 

viewed. Wiesner said. 


policemen and escaped with 17 
automatic weapons, military offi¬ 
cials said. 

The officials said 25 JVP mem¬ 
bers took part in the dawn attack 
On the police station in Bentota, a 
popular holiday resort 70 
kilometres south of Colombo. 

Hie extremists arrived in two 
vans, threw grenades at the sta¬ 
tion and opened fire with auto¬ 
matic weapons on guards, said 
the officials. 

Police say many lawmakers and 
senior government officials have 
received death letters from the 
front. 

“Ail of you are aware that 
ruling party members of parlia¬ 
ment have received death war¬ 
rants from unseen hands," Wi¬ 
jeratne said in parliament Friday. 
“You are aware that some of obr 
parliamentary colleagues have 
already been disposed of.” 

The front began its campaign 
of political assassinations in July 


1987 after the Sri Lankan govern¬ 
ment signed an Indian-brokered 
accord aimed at making peace 
with ethnic Tamil guerrillas fight¬ 
ing for an independent homeland 
in the northern part of this Indian 
Ocean island. 

India sent an estimated 45,000 
soldiers into the Tamil-domin¬ 
ated areas of Sri Lanka to try to 
disarm the rebels and enforce the 
peace accord. 

All of the Tamil rebel groups 
surrendered their weapons except 
the most powerful organisation 
— the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam. The Tigers reneged on 
the pact, signed July 29, 1987, 
and began attacking Indian sol¬ 
diers. 

At least 1,000 Indian soldiers 
have died since then. About 
10,000 Sri Lankans have been 
killed in the Tamil insurrection 
since it began in 1983. 

The Sinhalese extremists 
started their own rebellion be¬ 
cause they opposed the presence 
of Indian troops and felt the 
peace accord made too many 
concessions to the minority 
Tamils. 

Tamils make up IS per cent of 




Say cheese... The new prime minister, Geoffrey Palmer (right), his pred e cessor, David Lange, 
laugh for the cameras. 

Palmer names cabinet, 
vows it will be feud-free 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand's new Prime Minister 
Geoffrey Palmer announced his 
cabinet Friday, vowing it will be 
free of the feuding chat has rock¬ 
ed the Labour government in the 
past 18 months. 

"1 am absolutely confident that 
the line-up of talent that we have 
there, the mix of responsibilities 
and the way that it comes 
together will be a harmonious 
one." he told a news conference. 

Palmer left the finance, de¬ 
fence and foreign affairs port¬ 
folios unchanged from the admi¬ 
nistration of David Lange, who 
quit Monday after his arch¬ 
enemy, former Finance Minister 
Roger Douglas, was re-elected to 
the cabinet. 

Palmer slotted Douglas in as 
immigration and police minister. 


The jobs rank him a lowly 12th in 
the cabinet compared with the 
□umber four position he held as 
architect of sweeping economic 
reforms until Lange dismissed 
him last December. 

White Lange vowed to exclude 
Douglas from economic decision¬ 
making, Palmer said Douglas 
would play such a role in the new 
cabinet. “No member of cabinet 
can have nothing to do with 
economic policy.” he said. 

Lange remains in the govern¬ 
ment. but outside the cabinet, as 
attorney-general and minister of 
state. He will also head a newly 
created serious fraud office. 

Lange and Douglas were once 
close allies in Labour's radical 
revamp of the New Zealand eco¬ 
nomy. 

Bur they fell out over how far 


to take reforms while many 
businesses collapsed and unem¬ 
ployment rose sharply in a reces¬ 
sion following the 1987 world 
share market crash. Feuding 
since late 1987 had sent Labour's 
fortunes diving in the opinion 
polls in the run up to next year’s 
general elections. 

Douglas and backbencher 
Annette King are the only new 
faces in the 19-member cabinet. 
Both were elected last Thursday 
by the Labour caucus of parlia¬ 
ment members despite Lange’s 
opposition to a Douglas return. 
Lange is the only person to leave 
the cabinet. 

Palmer, a 47-year-old lawyer, 
said this was likely to be the team 
to take Labour into the elections, 
expected in October, 1990. 


Defiance sweeps 
through S. Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
defiance campaign against South 
Africa’s apartheid policies has 
gathered pace with police report¬ 
ing ■ political violence sweeping 
many Mack townships. 

Police said Friday they had 
shot dead one teenager and used 
tear gas against stone-throwing 
protesters. Gars were set alight, 
political detainees went on hun¬ 
ger strikes and police used heavy 
whips to disperse students car¬ 
rying placards in other reported 
unrest. 

Organisers had urged non-vio¬ 
lence and discipline when the 
mass defiance campaign was 
launched last week against Pre¬ 
toria’s apartheid race laws and 
three-year-old stare of emergen¬ 
cy, but police have clashed almost 
daily with students. 

Friday's routine police report 
on political violence listed out¬ 
breaks in 13 separate areas across 
the country, compared with only 


four or five daily modems in re¬ 
cent mouths. • 

Coordinated by. the Mass 
Democratic Movement (MDM), 
a loose coalition of anti-apartheid 
groups, the defiance actions have 
included black patients deman¬ 
ding treatment by. segregated 
whjtes-only hospitals and protest 
singing on commuter trains. 

The government, which bans 
out door political demcHUtrations 
under emergency laws, says it will 
act mercilessly if the protests nun 
violent. 

Lawyers said dozens of politic¬ 
al detainees were on hanger 
strike in the Indian Ocean city of 
Durban, protesting against their 
continued imprisonment trial. 

Police said they shot dead a 
16-year-old youth in the black 
township of Bohiokong, near 
Bethlehem in Orange Free State 
province, after youths stoned a 
high school- The youth was hit 
when police fired to disperse the 


Sri Lanka’s population of 16 mil¬ 
lion people. Many Tamils claim 
they are discriminated against by 
the Sinhalese, who make up 75 
per cent of the population and 
dominate the government. 

President Ranasinghe Pre- 
madasa, trying to appease both 
the Sinhalese militants and the 
Tamil Tigers who have started 
negotiating with the government, 
asked India to withdraw its sol¬ 
diers by July 29. 

The deadline, issued June 1, 
was rejected by Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, sparking 
a diplomatic row between the two 
countries.. Gandhi said he would 
order the troops to come home 
only when security for the Tamils 
living in Sri Lanka was assured. 

A showdown was averted when 
Premad asa sent Wijeratne to 
New Delhi July 29 to negotiate a 
time frame for the Indian with¬ 
drawal. 

Since the talks began, India has 
withdrawn 2,220 soldies and said 
it will pull out the rest in phases 
by February. 

Premadasa, however, wants 
them out by the middle of 
September. 


Walkout continues m 
Estonia despite ban 


MOSCOW (AP) — Defying a 
government ban on striking, 
workers from at least 20 Estonian 
factories and companies stayed 
off the job Friday for the third 
straight day to protest a law they 
claim discriminates against Rus¬ 
sians and other migrants, local 
journalists said. 

Suiev Haflik, a journalist with 
state-run Estonian Radio, said 20 
to 24 enterprises in the small 
Soviet republic on the Baltic Sea 
were still hit by walkouts Friday 
morning, although employees at 
some other factories, including 
the Volta machine-building plant, 
bad returned to work. 

A representative for the strik¬ 
ers claimed the strike had spread 
to 42 enterprises, and that the 
government measures taken to 
Halt the walkout had only stif¬ 
fened the workers’ resolve. 

The Estonian Supreme Soviet 


Presidium, the local govern¬ 
ment’s top executive body, issued 
a decree Thursday night ordering 
an immediate end'to the walkout 
and instructing the focal council 
of ministers to ensure the uninter¬ 
rupted functioning of the eco¬ 
nomy. 

The decree did not specify how 
workers who continued to strike 
would be punished. It mentioned 
only vague “administrative and 
criminal measures" and the draft¬ 
ing of a tougjher law on strikes. 

'They want to threaten us but 
it won’t work," a member of the 
strike committee said in a tele¬ 
phone interview from Estonia’s 
capital, Tallinn. Friday morning. 
“The strike will be continued." 

The organiser, who declined to 
give his name, said strikers were 
refusing to talk to Estonian offi-' 
dais, and would deal only with 
authorities from the central gov- 


Death toll above lOO 
in Mexican train crash 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Rescue 
workers searched through twisted 
metal and swirling waters Thurs¬ 
day for survivors who may be 
trapped in wreckage after a train 
crashed in Mexico, killing more 
than 100 people. 

' Sinaloa state officials, said up to 
104 people died when two of 
train’s carriages plunged into the 
swollen Bam boa river Wednes¬ 
day and the rest crashed into 
surrounding fields near a village 
1,500 kilometres northwest of 
Mexico City. 

The Excelsior newspaper 
quoted state security chief Jose 
Carlos de Saracho as saying 112 
were killed in the accident. 

Carlos Baez, a spokesman for 
the SinaJo state government, said 


about 500 passengers, including 
many women and children, were 
travelling in the train. 

Speaking by telephone from 
the state capital of Culiacan, 
Baez estimated that 220 people 
were injured and up. to 150 
escaped injury. 

The crash was attributed to 
heavy rains which have swept this 
flat farmland and weakened the 
bridge over the river. 

Two of the cars plunged into 
the river and 10 others careered 
into surrounding fields, turning 
upside down and partially buried 
in muddy watere. 

“We could see we were 
approaching a river and the next 
thing we knew the train was 
upside down in a field,” said 


Refugio Santiago Ramirez, Mio 
escaped uninjured. . 

Carlos Orozco Sosa, Mexican 
State Railways director, said 
earth supports for the 30-metre 
concrete and steel bridge were 
badly weakened by rains and that 
the structure was demolished by 
the impact of the train. He earlier 
said part of the track had been 
washed out. .. 

Rescue work was hampered by 
rain and flooding which blocked 
road access to the scene of the 
accident, between the villages of 
Guasave and Guamuchil in Sina¬ 
loa state. 

About 200 families were made 
homeless in the nearby village of 
San Rafael after 10 centimetre of 
rain feU in six hours. 


First black assumes top 
position in U.S. military 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent George Bush Thursday 
named former White House 
National Security Adviser Colin 
L. Powell as chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, making him 
the youngest man and the first 
black selected as the United 
States' top military officer. 

With the 52-year-old four-star 
army general at his side, Bush 
said: “As we face the challenges 
of the '90s it is most important 
that the chairman of the joint 
chiefs of staff be a person of 
breadth, judgment, experience 
and total integrity. Colin Powell 
has all those qualities and more.” 

Bush heaped praise on the 


nominee during a rose garden 
ceremony saying, “Colin Powell 
has had a truly distinguished 
military career and he’s a com¬ 
plete soldier.” 

Powell told the president, *T 
am ready to go to it and I look 
forward to the challenges ahead.” 

Following confirmation by the 
Senate, Powell would take over 
the prestigious position from 
Admiral William J. Crowe Jr., 
who is due to retire Sept. 30. 
Powell currently beads the forces, 
command at Fort McPherson,' 
Georgia. 

Congerss reacted warmly to the 
appointment. 

In a statement anticipating the 


announcement. Senator Sam 
Nunn, chairman of the Senate 
Armed Sendee Committee, cal¬ 
led Powell “an excellent 
nominee”. 

Nunn, a Democrat, said 
Powell’s “proven abilities and his 
expriences provide a sound 
foundation for his advice on 
wide-ranging defence issues in 
times of severe budget constraints 
and a rapidly changing interna¬ 
tional scene.” 

Gen. P.X. Kelley, who worked 
with Powell in theTJ.S. Defence 
Department before retiring as 
commandant of the U.S. marine 
corps, once described him as “a 
very extraordinary guy.” 


Have UFOs invaded Russia? inquiring comrades want to know 


By John-Thor Dahlburg 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Headless aliens 
from space invade Russia. 

“Huge hairy creature” terrifies 
villagers in the Volga valley. 

Possible unidentified flying ob¬ 
ject (LIFO) lands in Moscow. 

President Mikhail S. Gor¬ 
bachev’s reforms have changed 
I the Soviet media, as evidenced by 
these recent stories, and a lor of 
people seem to love it. 

The change is evident on state- 
run Television, once a showcase 
for morally uplifting and dull 
movies about building commun¬ 
ism, and news reports lauding 
factories overfulfilling the five- 
year plan. 

Now, six days a week, as part 
of the breakfast TV programme, 
“120 Minutes," gray-bahxd mys¬ 
tic Alan Chumak waves his hands 
on camera to cure viewers from 
Minsk to Vladivostok of what ails 
them. 


Soviets with heart disease are 
requested to watch the self-de¬ 
scribed journalist on Tuesdays. 
On Fridays, Chumak will help 
viewers get rid of allergies. Peo¬ 
ple with stomach bugs or bone 
and muscle aches should tune in 
other days. 

The inability to watch the prog¬ 
ramme is not a problem. Leave 
the set on, and a jar of water, 
juice or massage cream placed by 
the TV screen supposedly will be 
“charged” by Chumak's gestures 
and can be used later for treat¬ 
ment. 

Earlier this summer, after ab¬ 
out a month on the air, Chumak 
was pulled off “120 Minutes” by 
broadcast executives, who said 
they wanted to make sure his 
treatment brought positive re¬ 
sults. 

They must have been con¬ 
vinced — the man in his mld-50s 
was back on TV waving bis hands 
within a week: 


Since the days of the wild-eyed 
monk Rasputin, hypnotist and 
confidant at the court of the last 
czar, Russians have been intri¬ 
gued by the occult and fantastic, 
and stories about UFOs, 
vanished planets and esp have 
always had an eager audience. 

With glasnost. or greater open¬ 
ness, such topics are getting more 
exposure than ever on the once 
stuffy official Soviet media, de¬ 
spite the firmly materialistic and 
rationalist ideology of the ruling 
Commuinist Party, 

In fact, the unlikely organ in 
the forefront of the weirdness 
campaign belongs to the party 
itself. The one-millioo-drcuiatiou 
daily newspaper Socialist Indus¬ 
try, an organ of the party's Cen¬ 
tral Committee, has a mandate to 
report on the Soviet economy, 
but often makes space for news 
items that have nothing to do 
with either socialism or industry. 

On Tuesday, there was this 


intriguing account of invaders 
from space landing in Central 
Russia’s Perm region: Milkmaid 
Lyubov Medvedev told the news¬ 
paper. “At about 4:30 in the 
morning, I was going to the farm 
when I saw a dark figure seeming¬ 
ly riding a motorcycle. ...but 
when I looked closely at the 
figure, I noticed there was no 
motorcycle, but just something 
resembling a man, but taller than 
average with short legs.”. 

The creature had “only a small 
knob instead of a head," Med¬ 
vedev said. “I was frightened to 
death... then it became fluores¬ 
cent and disappeared.' ’ 

Beekeeper G. Sharoglazov saw 
two egg-shaped “fluorescent ob¬ 
jects” as big as aircraft hovering 
at >a height of 200-300 metres. 
Others in mid-July also saw aliens 
with no heads, the paper said. 

It quoted V. Kopylov, Com¬ 
munist Party boss in the Cher- 
nusinnksy region, as acknowledg¬ 


ing that “something unusual is 
going on the territory of our two 
collective farms." 

It was socialist industry as well 
that informed Soviets on Thurs¬ 
day of the huge, fleet-footed - 
hairy creature that terrified resi¬ 
dents of the Kirovo settlement in 
the Volga basin. 

“I saw the creature pretty 
weD,” said preident R. Sahov . 
“It was about two metres tall,- its - 
body covered with dark brown 
hair and it bad shoulder-length 
hair. ...being a veterinary 
surgeon, I can say the creature 
was neither a man nor-an ape." 

Saitov and a friend tried, to 
approach the creature after spot¬ 
ting it on the other bank of a 
pond, hut it bounded away at 
astonishing speed when they pur¬ 
sued it in a car. The newspaper, 
noted disapprovingly that Saratov 
University biologists were not 
taking reports of the sighting 
seriously or even deigning to talk 


to witnesses. 

The very official Soviet news 
agency TASS later picked up the 
newspapers story for national 
and worldwide distribution,' 
headlining it -'huge creature 
sighted m Volga region: men give 

chase." ' ' 

Earlier this week, however, 
•TASS-deflated another socialist 
Industry report about a UFO 
landfog. 

Last month , the paper reported 
in great detail on an eigbt-raetre- 
wide patch of burned ground 
found near a southern Moscow 
highway.- • 

It quoted UFO medalist A. 
Korovkin as.saymg the grass had 
likely been blasted by powerful 
radiation, which he called prob¬ 
able evidence of the landing of an 
unidentified -frying object. 

No so, TASS reported. Fire¬ 
fighters think a haystack amply 
caught:-fire, and scorched, the 
’ground.. : - 



crowd. - t _ 

Stone-throwing was reported m 
numerous townships frobi Tsa- 
k&ne, near' Johannesburg, to 
many of Cape Town's black and 
mixed-race coloured suburbs. 

Stones seriously damaged 
police vehicles at Lihgdihle, near 
Cradock in the eastern Cape. 

Cars were set alight in several 
areas and police often fired tear- 
gas to scatter protesters. 

In the coloured Cape Town 
suburb of Mitchell's plain, pupfe 
gathered with placards which 
police described as inflammatory. 
They were dispersed, with heavy 
whips. 

In Durban, lawyers said be¬ 
tween 40 and 70 detainees have 
been fasting since Monday in 
protest at being held without 
trial. Law and Order Ministry 
spokesman Leon Metier. con¬ 
firmed that some detainees were 
on hunger strike but have no 
numbers. 


eminent in Moscow. 

On Wednesday, the strike 
committee sent four representa¬ 
tives to the Soviet', capital to 
requesr a meeting with Vice-Pres¬ 
ident Anatoly I. Lukyanov. 

The protest by non-Estonians 
was touched off by a few, passed 
by the republic's parliament 
Tuesday, that tightens residency 
requirements for voting and hold¬ 
ing elected office. 

Non-Estonian residents of the 
republic, including leaders of the 
Russian-dominated rntcraove- 
ment group, launched a strike 
Wednesday after the few’s pas¬ 
sage dflimmg it is aimed at them 
because many of them are new 
arrivals. 

On Thursday, the walkout 
spread to as many as 20,000 
workers, according to Maarika 
Saafroa, an etfitor at Estonian 
Radio. 


London backs 
trainee taftooist 

LONDON (R) — Fiona Lotig, 
22 . has just become Briwln'sfim 
government-sponsored trainee 

tanooist andfter tutor Tiger 
predicting a bright future fear her 
m -the male-donrinated frade; 
“She is at disadvantage being a 
woman because thi* can be s 
rough business, but she’* a natu¬ 
ral artist and I’m sure focH man- 
.age,* 1 he said. Long *on fuQdmg 
from the government'* employ¬ 
ment training scheme to hsara the 
craft at Tiger SWV tattoo stadia 
at workshop, in the English mid¬ 
lands. “There’s hardly any 
women m this game but I am 
determined to meek inter it," 
Long told reporters- ‘Tin no1 
going to be put off just because 
mosr customers are men. 1 ’. She 
has reservations, though, about 
the places where she may be 
asked to make her mark. “A 
friend has asked me to tattoo his 
bottom and I've agreed to t hat — 
but he's the first HI have done, I 
suspect as I become more experi¬ 
enced I will accept the idea and 
do what Fm asked without too 
much thought.” 

Einstein letter 
sells for $4,000 

KNOXVILLE. Tennessee (AP) 
— Setting a price on a historical 
letter can be a relative thing, 
particularly when Ihe writer .was 
Albert Einstein. Howard Whetsel 
said Wednesday he is satisfied 
with the $4,000 he was paid by a 
California broker for a 1947 letter 
he. received from Einstein, the 
scientist who formulated the 
theory of relativity. “I probably 
could have gotten more, but the 
letter was getting fragile," safe 
Whetsel. 78. a retired chemist at. 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
in Tennessee. Whetsel met Ein¬ 
stein at Princeton University 
wbile woridng on the Manhattan 
Project, a wartime effort, to de¬ 
sign and build the first U.S. nuc¬ 
lear weapons. When he hod a 
question about a physics concept, 
he' derided to write Einstein 
directly. Years later; the one- 
page note has yellowed. Whetsel 
said he decided to sell it because 
he couldn't take care of it proper¬ 
ly. Profiles in History, a broker in 
old documents and famous signa¬ 
tures in Beverly Hills, California, 
bought the letter and has since 
resold it. 

Steinway — also 
the choice of cats. 

NEW YORK (AP) — It’s ok if 
Vladimir Horwitz or van Clibum 
tinkle the ivories of a Steinway, 
but when a pack of stray cafe do 
the same thing it strikes a discor¬ 
dant note. Some of foe hand¬ 
crafted, $50,000 pianos have be¬ 
come bathrooms and scratching 
posts for roughe cats roaming the 
Stein way factory in foe New York 
City borough of Queens, leaving 
company officials singing the 
blues and setting cat traps. Fac¬ 
tory workers report they’re catch¬ 
ing about eight cats each week 
inride foe budding. “That sounds 
about right. I don’t think that's 
high," said Leo Spellman, a 
Steinway spokesman. The Kitty 
Capers are a first at the plant,' 
which opened in 1870. And foe 
problem gets worse for Steinway 
because it sets back the' slow, 
painstaking effort which goes into 
making the pianos. A Steinway 
grand piano — the model 
favoured by Horowitz; Ctiburn 
and other maestros -— take a foil 
year- to create, with dozens of 
-workers involved in foe process. 
But their efforts can be undone in 
a single night of feline revelry, 
said factory superintendent Ron 
Penatzer. If foe cats use a piano 
soundboard to " relieve them- 
selves, it takes six- weeks and 
costs $2,000 to repair the piece, 
he said. Spellman said foe com¬ 
pany did not have an estimate on 
how: much the kitties had cost k. 

Global ~' — 
weather 
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